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EXTRACTS FROM ARMINIUS’S FIRST ORATION ON THEOLOGY. 


On the Ossect of Tueotocy; both Leeat, or that which has 
reference to Man’s primeval state,—and Curistian, or that 
which respects Gon in the character of the Saviour of fallen man. 


“ Gop is himself the opsecr of Theology. ‘The very term in- 
dicates as much: for THeoLdey signifies a Discourse or reason- 


mg concerning Gop. 
“ THREE CONSIDERATIONS of this matter offer themselves to 


our,notice: The rirst is, that we cannot receive this object in 
the infinity of its nature; ovr necessity therefore requires it to be 
proposed in a manner that is accommodated to our capacity.— 
The sEconp is, that it is not proper, in the first moment of reve- 
lation, for such a large measure to be disclosed and manifested by 
the light of grace, as may be received into the human mind when 
itis illuminated by the light of glory, and (by that process) en- 
larged to a greater capacity: for by a right use of the knowledge 
of grace, we must proceed upwards (by the rule of divine right- 
eousness,) to the more sublime knowledge of glory, according to 
that saying, ‘To him that hath shall be given.’—The ruikp is, 
that this object is not laid before our Theology merely to be known, 
but, when known, to be worshipped. For the Turo.oey which 
belongs to this world, is practicaL and through faith: Tuxo- 
RETICAL THeoxocy belongs to the other world, and consists of 
pure and unclouded vision, according to the expression of the 
Apostle, ‘We walk by faith, and not by sight; ’ (2 Cor. v. 7.) and 
that of another Apostle, “We shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is.” (1 John iii.2.) For this reason we must clothe 
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the object of our Theology in such a manner as may enable it to 
incline us to worship God, and fully to persuade and win us over 
to that practice. 

‘¢ But that man may be induced, by a willing obedience and a 
humble submission of the mind, to worship God, it is necessary 
for him to believe, from a certain persuasion of the heart x—(1.) 
That it is the will of God to be worshipped, and that worship is 
due to him :—(2.) That the worship of him will not be in vain, 
but will be recompensed with an exceedingly great reward —(3.) 
That a mode of worship must be instituted according to his com- 
mand.—To these three particulars ought to be added, a knowl- 
edge of the mode prescribed. 

* Our Theology, then, delivers three things concerning this ob- 
ject, as necessary and sufficient to be known in relation to the pre- 
ceding subjects of beliet—The rirsr is concerning the nature o{ 
God.—The srconp concerning his actions.—And the THIRD con- 
cerning his will. 

 (1.) Conesrning his nature ; that it is worthy to receive ado- 
ration on account of its justice ; that it is qualified to form a right 
judgment of that worship, on account of its wisdom; and that itis 
prompt and able to bestow rewards, on account of its goodness 
and the perfection of its own blessedness. 

(2.) Two actions have been ascribed to God for the same pur- 
pose; they are Creation and Providence. (i.) The Creation of 
all things, and especially of man after God’s own image; upon 
which is founded his sovereign authority over man, and from which 
is deduced the right of requiring worship from map and enjoining 
obedience upon Le according to that very just complaint of God 
by Malachi, (i. 6,) “If then I be a father, where is mine honour? 
and if 1 be a master, where is my fearr’’—(ii.) That Providence is 
to be ascribed to God by which he governs all things, and according 
to which he exercises a holy, just, and wise care and oversight 
over man himself and those things which relate to him, but chief- 
ly over the worship and obedience which he is bound to render 
to his God. 

(3.) Lastly, it treats of the will of God expressed in a certait 
covenant into which he has entered with man, and whicli con- 
sists of two parts: (i.) The one; by which he declares it to be his 
pleasure to receive adoration from man, and at the same time pre- 
scribes the mode of performing that worship; for it is his will to 
be worshipped from obedience, and not at the option or discre- 
tion of man.—(ii.) The other, by which God promises that he 
will abundantly compensate man for the worship which he per- 
forms ; requiring not only adoration for the benefits already con- 
ferred upon man, as a trial of his gratitude ; but likewise that he 
may communicate to man infinitely greater things to the consum- 
mation of his felicity. For as he occupied the first place im con- 
ferring blessings and doing good, because that high station was 





ORATION ON THEOLOGY. - 4086 - 


his due, since man was about to be called into existence among 
the number of creatures; so likewise it is his desire that the last 
place in doing good be reserved for him, according to the infinite 
perfection of his goodness and blessedness, who is the Fountain 
of good and the extreme boundary of happiness, the Creator and 
at the same time the Glorifier of his worshippers. 

“ Our Theology is chiefly occupied in ascribing to the One 
True God, to whom alone they really belong, those attributes of 
which we have already spoken,—his nature, actions, and will.— 
For it is not sufficient to know, that there is some kind of a nature, 
simple, infinite, wise, good, just, omnipotent, happy in itself, the 
Maker and Governor of all things, that is worthy to receive ado- 
ration, whose will it is to be worshipped, and that is able to make 
its worshippers happy. ‘To this general kind of knowledge there 
ought to be added, a sure and settled conception, fixed on that 
Deity, and strictly bound to that single object of religious worship, 
to which alone those qualities appertain. ‘The necessity of enter- 
taining fixed and determinate ideas on this .subject, is very fre- 
quently inculcated in the sacred page: ‘I am the Lord thy God.’ 
(Exod. xx. 2.) ‘lam the Lord and there is none else.’ (Isa. xlv. 5.) 

“Our Theology, moreover, distinguishes and points out the 
true Deity, even by a most appropriate, particular, and individual 
mark, when it introduces the mention of the persons who are par- 
takers of the same Divinity; thus it gives a right direction to the 
mind of the worshipper, and fixes it upon that God who is the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was manifested with some 
degree of obscurity in the Old Testament, but with the utmost 
clearness in the New. Hence the Apostle says, ‘1 bow my knee 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ (Eph. iii. 14.)—All 
these remarks are comprehended and summed up by Divines, in 
this brief sentence, ‘That God must be invoked, who has mani- 
fested himself in his own word.’ 

“But the preceding observations concerning the Object of The- 
ology, properly respect legal Theology, which was accommoda- 
ted to man’s primeval state. For while man in his original in- 
tegrity acted under the protecting favour and benevolence of a 
good and just God, he was able to render to God that worship 
which had been prescribed, according to the law of legal righte- 
ousness, which says, ‘ This do, and thou shalt live ;\—he was able 
to ‘love with all his heart and soul’ that Good and Just Being s— 
he was able, from a consciousness of his integrity, to repose con- 
fidence in that Good and Just One ;—and he was able to evince 
towards him, as such, a filial fear, and to pay him the honour 
which was pleasing and due to him, as from a servant-to his Lord. 
God also, on his part, without the least injury to his justice, was 
able to act towards man, while in that state, according to the pre- 
script of legal righteousness, to reward his worship according to 
justice, and, through the terms of the legal covenant, and conse- 
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quently ‘of debt,’ to confer life upon him. This God could do, 
consistently with his goodness, by whose advice and instigation 
he promised that life; and consistently with his justice, which re- 
quired the fulfilment of that promise. ‘There was no call for any 
other property of his nature, which might contribute by its agen- 
cy to accomplish this purpose: No further progress of divine good- 
ness was necessary than that which might repay good for good,— 
the good of perfect felicity, for the good of entire obedience: No 
other action was required, except that of creation, (which had then 
been performed,) and that of a preserving and governing  provi- 
dence, in conformity with the condition in which man was placed : 
No other volition of God was needed, than that by which he might 
both require the perfect obedience of the law, and might repay that 
obedience with life eternal. In that state of human affairs, there- 
fore, the knowledge of the nature described in those properties,— 
the knowledge of those actions, and of that will,—to which may be 
added the knowledge of the Deity with whom they truly agreed, 
was all that was necessary for the performance of worship to God, 
and was of itself amply ‘sufficient. 

“ But when man had fallen from his primeval integrity through 
disobedience to the law, and had rendered himself ‘a child of 
wrath,’ and had become devoted to condemnation, this goodness 
mingled with legal justice could not be sufficient for the salvation 
of man. Neither could this act of creation and providence, nor 
this will, suffice; and therefore this Legal ‘Theology was itself 
insufficient. For sin was to be condemned if men were absolved ; 
und, as the Apostle says, (in the eighth ehapter of his Epistle to 
the Romans,) ‘it could not be condemned by the law.’ Man was 
to be justified: but he could not be justified by the law, which, 
while it is the strength of sin, makes discovery of it to us, and is 
the procurer of wrath. 

“This Theology, therefore, could serve for no salutary pur- 
pose at that time: such was its dreadful efficacy in convincing 
man of sin, and consigning him to certain death! This unhappy 
change, this unfavourable vicissitude of affairs, was introduced by 
the fault and the infection of sin; which was likewise the cause 
why ‘the law which was ordained to life and honour,’ (Rom. vii. 
10,) became fatal and destructive to our race, and the procurer of 
eternal ignominy. (1.) Other preperties, therefore, of the Divine 
Nature were to be called into action; every one of God’s benefits 
was to be unfolded and explained; mercy, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, patience, and clemency, were to be brought forth out of the 
repository of his primitive goodness, and their services were to 
be engaged,—if it was proper for offending man to be reconciled 
to God and re-instated in his favour.—(2.) Other actions were to 
be exhibited: “ A new creation” was to be effected; a new pro- 
idence,” accomodated in every respect to this new creation, was 
to be instituted and put in force; “the work of redemption” was 
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to be performed ; “ remission of sins” was to be obtained; “ the 
loss of righteousness” was to be repaired; “ the Spirit of Grace” 
was to be asked and obtained; and “lost salvation” restored. 
-(3.) Another decree was likewise to be framed concerning the 
salvation of man; and ‘another covenant, a new one,’ was to be 
made with him, ‘ not according to that former one, because those’ 
who were parties on one side ‘had not continued in that cove- 
nant:’ (Heb. viii. 11,) but, by another and a gracious will, they 
‘were to be sanctified’ who might be ‘consecrated to enter into 
the Holiest by a new and living way.” (Heb. x. 20.)—AII these 
things were to be.prepared and laid down as foundations to the 
new manifestation. 

‘‘ Another revelation, therefore, and a different species of Theo- 
logy, were necessary to make known those properties of the 
Divine Nature which we have described, and which were most 
wisely employed in répairing our salvation ; to proclaim the ac- 
tions which were exhibited ; and to occupy themselves in explain- 
ing that decree and new covenant which we have mentioned. 

“‘ But since God, the punisher and most righteous avenger of 
sinners, was either unwilling, or (through the opposition made by 
the justice and truth which had been originally manifested in the 
law) was unable to unfold those properties of his nature, to pro- 
duce those actions, or to make that decree, except by the inter- 
vention of a Mediator, in whom, without the least injury to his 
justice and truth, he might unfold those properties, might perform 
those actions, might through them produce those necessary bene- 
fits, and might conclude that most gracious decree ;—on this ac- 
count a Mediator was to be ordained, who, by his blood,.might 
atone for sinners, by his death might expiate the sin of mankind, 
might reconcile the wicked to God, and might save them from his 
impending anger; who might set forth and display the mercy, 
long-suffering, and patience of God, might provide eternal re- 
demptian, obtain remission of sins, bring in an everlasting righte- 
ousness, ask and procure the Spirit of grace, confirm the decree 
of gracious mercy, ratify the new covenant by his blood, recover 
eternal salvation, and bring to God those that were to be ultmate- 
ly saved. 

“A just and merciful God, therefore, did appoint a Mediator, 
as beloved Son, Jesus Christ. He obediently undertook that 
office which was imposed on him by the Father, and courageous- 
ly executed it,—nay, he is even now engaged in executing it. 
He was, therefore, ordained by God as the Redeemer, the 
Saviour, the King, and (under God,) the Head of the heirs of 
salvation. It would neither have been just nor reasonable, that he 
who had undergone such vast labours and endured such great sor- 
rows, who had performed so many miracles, and who had obtain- 
ed through his merits so many benefits for us,—should inglori- 
ously remain among us in meanness and obscurity, and should be 
dismissed by us without honour. It was most equitable, that he 
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should in return be acknowledged, worshipped, and invoked, and 
that he should receive those grateful thanks which are due to him 
for his benefits. 

“‘ But how shall we be able to adore, worship, and invoke him, 
unless ‘we believe on him? How can we believe in him, unless 
we hear of him? And how can we hear concerning him,’ ek- 
cept he be revealed to us by the word? (Rom. x. 14.) From 
this cause, then, arose the necessity of making a revelation con- 
cerning Jesus Christ; and on this account two objects (that is, 
God and his Christ,) are to be placed as a foundation to that 
Theology which will sufficiently contribute towards the salvation 
of sinners; according to the saying of our Saviour Christ, ‘And 
this is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.’ (John xvii. 3.) Indeed 
these two objects are not of such a nature as that the one may be 
separated from the other, or that the one may be collaterally join- 
ed to the other; but the latter of them is, in a proper and suitable 
manner, subordinate to the former. Here then we have a Theo- 
| logy, which, from Christ, its object, is most rightfully and deser- 
| vedly termed Christian, which is manifested not by the law, but 
in the earliest ages by promise, and in these latter days by the 
Gospel which is called that ‘of Jesus Christ ;’—although the 
words (Christian and legal) are sometimes confounded. But let us 
consider the union and the subordinations of both these objects.” 

(To be continued.) 
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Biography. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. HARRIET W. NEALE. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BretHREN, 

By inserting this biographic sketch of Harriet W. Neale in 
your Magazine, you will oblige her friends, and no doubt edify 
your readers. 

Mrs. Neale was consort of James H. Neale of Parkersburgh, 
Virginia, clerk of the court of that place. She died after an ill- 
ness of four months, on this first of June, 1822, in the 27th year 
t of her age. ‘Her sun has set at noon.” She has gone to the 
a land whence she shall never return. ~ 
Bes ha Few characters, if any, which are held forth to the public as 
fea ta examples of moral and religious excellence, can be offered with 
! greater propriety than that of Mrs. Neale. She some years past 
il became concerned about her interest in eternity; the result of 
i her reflections on that subject, were, that because of the pollutions 

of her nature, and im consequence of her voluntary offences 
| against the government of heaven, she was unprepared for the 
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saciety of the just made perfect. But in the mediation of the 
Son of God, she saw-a remedy for her case. She earnestly 
sought salvation through his name. Nor was her suit rejected. 
Heaven in boundless compassion extended pardon and consola- 
tion; and she became the subject of religious enjoyment. Some 
time after she associated. herself to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in which she became a zealous, useiul, and highly res- 
pectable member. 3 

After progressing a few years in her religious course, she was 
arrested by the hand of death: and as though Providence de- 
signed her as an example of patience and resignation to her 
neighbours, he permitted the messenger to bold her in affliction 
for several months. During the whole course of which time, not 
a murmur, not a sigh, not an unguarded expression escaped her 
lips. She continually exercised that great and respectable virtue 
of self-command to such a degree, as astonished all about her. 
On several occasions through the course of her illness, the grace 
of God was manifest to such an extent, and the alluring prospects 
of heaven so brightened around, as raised her to such exalted de- 
grees of ecstasy, as would have convinced the most cold-blooded 
sceptic of the efficacy of religion. 

Nothing is more common amongst the objectors to the power 
and efficacy of the Christian Religion, than to harp upon the in- 
consistencies of its professors. ‘These inconsistencies are by 
them copiously detailed, and often greatly aggravated, and fre- 
quently turned into a positive argument against the whole system 
of Christianity. But when such characters are produced as the 
one under consideration, these objectors are hushed to silence; 
and stand convicted and confounded. worthy examples, 
challenge that involuntary respect from t omiscuous crowd, 
which does more honour to religion, and goes farther towards re- 
forming the world, than the most eloquent and powerful exertions 
from the sacred desk. 

Mrs. Neale’s character was equally conspicuous ina domestic 
as in areligious point of view. She wasat once the dutiful child, 
the amiable companion, and the affectionate mother. But the 
Arbiter of all human events, for reasons best known to his incom- 
prehensible mind, wrested her from the circle of her friends; and 
they are left to deplore the irreparable loss: but their loss is her 
infinite and eternal gain. . 

Though I have not requested his permission, yet I will venture 
to give the following extract of a letter I received from Mr. Neale, 
believing it will give the most interesting view of the subject. 





EXTRACT. 


“ Dear Brother, 
“Treceived your note by the favour of W. G. which request- 


ed me to furnish you with a brief sketch of the prominent ¢ircum- 
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stances, connected with the life, conversion and death of my de- 
parted companion. I scarcely know how to comply ; yet the res- 
pect I have for, you, makes me unwilling to disoblige. My heart 
yet bleeds at every pore. My mind is like the ever-toiling whirl- 
pool, not a moment at rest. My memory frequently throws me 
back upon scenes of departed enjoyments. Upon them I dwell 
with a lingering fondness, and melancholy delight. But they are 
gone for ever: and who but such as have felt, can describe the 
keen anguish that convulses my agonizing soul, upon the mor- 
tifying reflection that they will return no more. If I survey 
this terrestrial scene in quest of new objects of happiness, I can 
find no point on which to rest. The world presents an universal 
blank, without one cheering prospect. Even my little children 
are only so many monuments of my irreparable loss. 

‘Her maiden name was Harriet Winn Neale, the eldest daugh- 
ter ef Mr. Thomas Neale of this place: and although of the same 
name of myself, yet of a distinct family. We were united to- 
gether in marriage, on the 10th day of May, 1810: not only ac- 
cording to the forms of law, but by the tenderest ties of affection. 
She was young, scarcely having reached her fifteenth year, of an 
agreeable personage, and prepossessing countenance. A counte- 
nance which indicated those latent virtues which afterwards un- 
folded, and adorned her life. She was tenderly raised; and ac- 
cording to the mistaken notions of my countrymen, but little in- 
structed in household economy, consequently, illy prepared to 
take charge of a rising family, with which we were soon entrust- 
ed. Our prospects in life were by no means flattering, having no 
other means of support than our own personal exertions. Under 
such forbidding cingifstances many of her tender years would 
have sunk into des ency. But here her worth began to un- 
fold, and to display at once the native energies of her mind. 
‘Those hands unaccustomed to toil, were applied unremittingly to 
the most laborious industry. She soon became a pattern in the 
management of her domestic affairs, and in the government of 
her family, to those of more experience and of riper years. 

“It pleased Providence to smile upon our exertions, and bless 
ihe labour of our hands. Our circumstances became easy, and 
she was left at liberty to indulge in that ease and quiet, of which 
we are so naturally fond. But her industry was not the offspring 
of necessity, but flowed from principle. Her benevolent mind 
was never at rest, unless engaged in promoting the happiness of 
her family or friends. 

“We thus continued for some time indulging in airy dreams 
of happiness. Our family still increasing, and the ties of friend- 
ship and affection uniting closer. But although her deportment 
in life was strictly moral; she living in the discharge of all those 
duties which in the eyes of the world, render a person good; yet 
she had never been brought to see herself a sinner against God, 
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and that nothing but the atoning blood of Christ could heal the 
diseases of her soul, so as to prepare her for happiness beyond the 
grave. In this state of insensibility to her religious interests she 
continued for several years, during which time she has frequently 
told me, she scarcely ever thought seriously about either death or 
judgment. In the year 1813 she had an impressive call to pre- 
pare for eternity : but she still continued in the same thoughtless 
way until 1817, when of a sudden she became serious, and was 
power ys exercised abovt something of which I was ignorant. 
I grew uneasy, but said nothing, hoping it was merely the effects 
of low spirits, which would soon pass away. But how was [I sur- 
prised a short time after, on coming home late one night, and, on 
approaching the bed, to have a solemn appeal made to me on the 
subject of religion. I was amazed; never dreaming that such 
were the exercises of her mind. She observed, ‘She had be- 
come convinced of the necessity of religion, both for our happi- 
ness here and hereafter; and that she was resolved to change her 
life—asked me if I did not think it time to change my mode 
of living also: although my character was what was called moral, 
yet I indulged in some vices which gave her uneasiness, (alluding 
to an unfortunate passion I had contracted for gaming,) and which 
might end in my ruin.’ To this I made but little reply, being 
almost confounded. She paused and observed,—‘ James you 
must do as you please, but I am determined to seek the salvation 
of my soul.’ She continued about two months in a gloomy state, 
engaged, when opportunity offered, in prayer. Atlength the Lord 
spoke peace to her troubled mind, and every cloud was dispelled, 
her heart was filled with love: she was raised to such ecstacies as 
caused sleep for whole nights to depart from her eyes.’ 

‘In consequence of some difficulties she did not join herself 
to any church. And being destitute of: the means of grace she 
slid back into a lukewarm state; in which she continued until 
the year 1819, when it pleased God again to awaken her from 
her slumbers. She then engaged in his service with renewed 
ardour, soon united herself to the Methodist Society ; and never 
relaxed again until the Lord called her to his rest. 

‘‘The sickness which terminated in her death commenced 
about the first of February. She was sensible from the com- 
mencement that it would prove fatal; and would receive no 
medical applications only to accommodate her friends. Her case 
soon assumed an alarming aspect. For some time she did not 
enjoy those bright evidences of her acceptance with which she 
had been blessed in health. Her mind was in heaviness. Yet 
she was entirely resigned to the will of Providence, and confi- 
dently believed, that God would not let her die in doubts and 
fears. At length the veil was rent, and such a flood of light and 
joy broke in upon her mind, as almost overwhelmed her sinking 
body. While i was reading the vivid description given in reve- 
Vou. V. 52 
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lations of the resurrection of the saints at the last day, she could 
not remain silent, but exclaimed: ‘O mother, [ am almost as 
happy as the angels in heaven!’ After a short pause, with a 
serene smile on her countenance, she observed, ‘who would not 
live a life of pain to feel what I now enjoy.’ Though she suffered 
indescribably, yet she never indulged in a single murmur. 

*‘ About a week before her death, her mother remarked to her in 
a tone of surprise, how patiently she bore her afflictions, ‘ Ah!’ 
said she, ‘see what the Lord has done for me;’ and then added, 
*wecan do any thing when assisted by his grace.’ 

“ At length rolled round the fatal first of June. Nature began 
rapidly to fail. She was soon unable to speak. Then every 
hope fled! O! if ten thousand worlds could have purchased one 
kind farewell, how freely would I have given them all. I ex- 
claimed, Harriet! if you die happy signify it by squeezing my 
hand: She immediately seized it with vigour, and assumed a 
smile. It pleased the Lord in a few minutes after to restore to 
her the use of speech. The first thing she said, was: ‘ James, 
I am gone, I am gone! prepare to meet me ina better world.’ | 
again asked if she died happy.—‘ O yes! certainly, certainly :’ 
Then raising her hands, cried, ‘glory, glory to God!’ She 
then called up her domestics, gave them a solemn admonition, 
and recommended her children to the care of her friends; and 
after taking an affectionate leave of all around, about 11 o’clock, 
she resigned her spirit into the hands of God who gave it. 

‘‘ She is gone, and I am left to deplore the loss. Such a loss 
in the prime of,Jife, and. in my situation, is truly afflicting. ‘But 
the Lord gavé,“and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the 
Name of the Lord.’ ‘ And though he slay me yet will I trust in 
him.’ 

** Your affectionate brother in Christ, 
“James H. Neate.” 


Mrs. Neale‘was rational, but zealous and ardent in her devo- 
tions. Firm and stable in her friendship. Neither highly elated 
nor lowly depressed with the vicissitudes of life. Humility shone 
conspicuously in all her deportment. Universally respected by 
all her acquaintance, her death is greatly lamented. 

Yours, &c. 
C. SPRINGER. 


Marvetta, Ohio, August 10th, 1822. 
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Scripture inustrated. 
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OBERVATIONS ON MYSTERIES. 


Tue march of truth is gradual. ‘To remove obstacles out 
of the way of its progress is one of the many duties devolving 
upon the patrons of science. And though it may be owing, in 
some measure, to that self-love and self-complacency so natural 
to man, that every successive generation of men are ready to 
congratulate themselves on the higher acquisitions of knowledge, 
yet it seems but reasonable to conclude that, provided they keep 
up the use of their faculties, by faithfully employing the means 
of improvement, each succeeding generation must enlarge the 
boundaries of true science. Why should not we be able to add 
something to the discoveries and improvements of our ancestors, 
provided their light is transmitted to us? On this account what 
might have been mysterious to our forefathers may not be so 
now; time and circumstances may have drawn aside the veil, and 
the gradual evolving of truth may have developed its hidden 
meaning. 

These remarks will apply to the science of divinity as well as to 
other branches of knowledge. That which was dark and myste- 
rious to Abraham and Moses, particularly in what regarded the 
person, the coming, and the kingdom of the-Messiah, was fully 
explained to the Apostles and their successors in the ministry. 
And many of the declarations of the Lord Jesus, which were 
wrapt up in mystery to the disciples at the time they were spoken, 
were made plain after the crucifixion and resurrection of the Sa- 
viour. Many prophesies, then unfulfilled, and therefore not un- 
derstood, have since, by their accomplishment, been clearly ex- 

lained: 

That there are mysterres in nature and in grace we are ready 
to admit; but what these mysteries are we know not until they 
are explained, and then, indeed, they cease to be mysteries, but 
are revealed truths. 

This will be evident if we attend to the radical meaning of the 
word mystery, and to the sense in which the inspired writers have 
used it. The Greek word, Musngio, Parkhurst supposes, comes 
either from pu:ns, a person initiated in sacred mysteries, from pus, 
or otherwise immediately ‘from the Hebrew verb Seter, which sig- 
nifies to hide ; and therefore it denotes something hidden or what 
is not yet fully manifest. Allowing this to be the true meaning 
of the word, it follows, that whatever is yet mystertous or hidden 
from human knowledge, either on account of its own inscrutable 
nature, or because its hidden meaning is yet wrapt up in futurity, 
is not a subject of science nor of faith ; but when the time comes 
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for its hidden meaning to be understood, by being made mani- 
fest, it will cewse to be a mystery. 

That the sense in which the sacred writers use this word, will 
justify this inference, will be evident to all who impartially attend 
to the connection in which it occurs. Math. xii. 11, “ Because 
it is given to you to know. the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them itis not given.” Here it is evident that the 
mysteries of which our Saviour speaks, were made known to the 
disciples, and therefore were no longer hidden from them, while, 
to others, to those who improved not their gracious talent, they 
remained mysteries still, because it was not given to them te 
know them. 

In Eph. iii. 3—7 The apostle speaks of his “ knowledge of the 
mystTERY of Christ, which, in other ages was not made known 
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles 
by the Spirit.” ‘The mystery here spoken of, was no longer such 
to the apostles, because it was now revealed or made known to 
them by the Spirit of inspiration. Of this we have the fullest 
assurance, because he proceeds immediately to tell us what the 
mystery of which he had spoken is, namely, “That the Gentiles 
should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of 
his promise in Christ by the gospel.” In Rom. xvi. 25, he 
speaks of ‘the mystery which was kept secret since the world 
began, but is now made manifest, and by the scriptures of the 
prophets; according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of the faith.” And 
in 1! Cor. ii. 6--10, the same apostle speaks of the wisdom of 
God in a mystery, which he informs us “none of the princes 
of this world knew,” but which God had “reveaLep unto them 
by his Spirit.” 

From all these passages of sacred scripture, it is most evident 
that the mystery of which they speak, was the gracious design of 
God before the foundation of the world to make known unto the 
Gentiles the merciful scheme of Redemption through Jesus 
Christ, and to call them by the gospel to the participation of its 
inestimable blessings; and that it was called a mystery because 
it had been for ages hidden from the Gentiles themselves, as well 
as from the unbelieving Jews, until the time appointed of the 
Father had arrived to make it known; but that new, since the 
revelation of Christ and the full developement of the gospel plan 
of redemption and salvation, it was no longer a mystery, but a 
glorious revealed truth. 

We may now inquire whether we are under an obligation eith- 
er to explain or to believe in mystery? Now, I think, we are not 
called to doveither the one or the other. If, indeed, what Aas 
been a mystery be now revealed to me for the benefit of mankind, 
my duty is to explain it; but the moment it is revealed and ex- 
plained it ceases to be a mystery. This was precisely the case 
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with the apostles. The benevolent designs of God towards the 
Gentile world, had been for ages hidden in the secret counsel of 
His own infinite Mind, and therefore were a perfect mystery, un- 
til, in the fulness of time, Christ came, unfolded the hidden 
meaning, and by His Spirit revealed it unto the apostles, who ex- 
plained it unto the people, and when thus explained the veil of 
mystery was rent asundeg, and all was plain truth. Hence it fol- 
lows that so long as any subject remains folded up in mystery, 
we have nothing to do with it. The moment we attempt to pen- 
etrate it, we tread upon forbidden ground, and shall be punished 
for our temerity. 

It is simple fact which is the subject of our investigation. And 
when ascertained, we admit, if we act rationally, its existence, 
however unaccountable be the manner or mode of that existence. 
It is the manner of, the reason why, and the cause wherefore, that 
elude our grasp, and that form the mystery; and therefore with 
the whys and wherefores we have nothing to do. 

Our Saviour has directed our attention to a similar view of this 
subject, in those well known words to Nicodemus :—“ The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh nor whither it goeth; so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” In regard to the naked fact that 
the wind bloweth, none can doubt; but in respect to the manner 
or cause of the wind’s blowing, who can tell? So is every one that 
is born of the Spirit—Though the manner of the Spirit’s working 
upon the heart is beyond our comprehension, the fact itself, that 
He does work, producing an entire moral change, is evident to 
every man’s conscience. And as this manner lies too deep 
for human research, so it is not a subject of knowledge nor of 
faith ; we are neither called to know nor to believe any thing 
eoncerning it. ' 

Admitting the correctness of these remarks, that stumbling 
block is removed out of the way, namely, that we cannot believe 
in some of the doctrines of divine revelation because of their mys- 
teriousness or incomprehensibility. We are not called either to 
believe or to reject any doctrine on account of its mysteriousness. 
The moment we admit the existence of a mystery, we admit that 
we know nothing concerning it. We may, indeed, believe that 
there are mysteries; but what they are we know not; for the in- 
stant we know them, in whatever way we may: have come by that 
knowledge, they cease to be mysteries tous. And this holds true 
in natural and moral philosophy as well as in divinity. The ex- 
perimental and practical philosopher, who carefully watches the 
operations of nature, discovers effects, often produced by laws or 
causes which are perfectly beyond the reach of his scanty pow- 
ers; but he does not stop his inquiries nor check his belief in the 
reality of those effects, merely because their cause is hidden from 
his researches; but he piously resolves these inexplorable myste- 
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ries into the sovereign pleasure of God. He may not be able to 
explain the laws of gravitation, or assign a reason why the Sun 
forms the centre of this mysterious power of attraction and repul- 
sion, while he remains a stedfast believer in the simple fact itself, 
and proceeds to deduce all those beneficial consequences from it 
whieh shed a lustre upon science, without wasting his time in 
vainly attempting to explain that whieh is totally inexplicable. 
Instead, therefore, of cherishing unbelief on account of the scan- 
tiness of his intellectual powers,—which is daily proved, not only 
by those great and mysterious laws by which the harmony of the 
world is sustained, but by the simplest processes of nature—he al- 
lows his mind to expand with enlarged views of his Creator’s 
power and wisdom, while he bows profoundly before Him, hum- 
bly acknowledging his littleness of knowledge to comprehend the 
works of God. 

Just so the pious and judicious theologian. How there can 
be three persons in one God; how the divine and human natures 
were conjoined in Christ Jesus; how the Spirit effects a moral 
change in the hearts of sinners; with a thousand other subjects 
equally beyond the reach of his comprehension; he stops not to 
inquire. Having ascertained the truth of that Book which re- 
veals these truths, he yields his understanding and the full consent 
of his will to its authority, and confidently reposes in the facts 
the: selves, while he feels their consoling influence upon his heart 
and conscience. ‘There is no mystery in the fact, that God ex- 
ists, —that He exists three in one, and one in three—that Jesus 
Christ lived as God-man: but the mode of His existence, and the 
manner of that hypostatical union of the Godhead, and of that 
union which constituted the life of Christ, are mysteries after 
which we are not permitted to inquire. In the facts we believe, 
because they are proved by the same kind of evidence by which 
any Other fact is proved. And having fixed our belief upon the 
fact, we rest secure without needlessly perplexing ourselves in 
search of those occult causes and properties which must for ever 
elude our most eager grasp. 

It may be well to guard ourselves against one deception upon 
this theory. If this be so, some may imagine that we may con- 
tent ourselves in ignorance, and never make an effort to search 
into the nature and reason of things. So far from leading to this 
fatal result, I think the theory contended for, ought to have quite 
the opposite effect. ‘Though there are doubtless many truths 
which lie too deep for the short line of human understanding to 
reach, and causes at work so recondite that the human eye cannot 
descry them, there are others floating so near the surface of things 
that we may easily see and lay hold of them, and apply theny to 
useful purposes. ‘Though unknown mysteries are folded up in 
both the kingdoms of nature and of grace, yet, instead of paying 
a blind obedience to the imposing dogmas of superstition, we 
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ought to charge ourselves with the utmost diligence in searching 
into the nature of evidence, that we may be able to distinguish 
between spurious and genuine testimony. By a conscientious 
use of our means of improvement, guided by a humb!e depen- 
dence ou God, many things which now appear mysterious may 
be made plain, and we shall be able to descend deeper and deep- 
er into the ocean of spiritual things, and rise up filled with all the 
fulness of God. 


—— ED i 
The Grace of God Manifested. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
Wilkesbarre, April 17th, 1822. 
Dear BretTuReEn, 
Tue following memoir was handed me to be forwarded 
for publication in your highly approved Miscellany. If thought 
worthy, an early insertion will greatly oblige the friends of the 


deceased. 
Yours, &c. &c. 
G. Lane. 


MEMOIR OF MISS PATTY BROOKS. 


Tue subject of the following memoir was born in Tioga, Tioga 
County, state of New-York, March 13, 1795. She lived accord- 
ing to the fashions of a vain and thoughtless world, until the 
twentieth year of her age, when, being awakened to a sensc of. 
her lost condition, she sought and found mercy, and was ‘enabled 
to rejoice in the God of her salvation. Shortly after this she be- 
came a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which 
she maintained a respectable standing until the day of her death, 
which was about seven years. She possessed good natural abili- 
ties, which were improved by education; her address was easy, 
and her manners agreeable; and although she was of a gay and 
lively disposition, the genuineness of her religion was never 
doubted ; and the pious example which she set for others ren- 
dered her beloved and respected by all. Her constitution was 
naturally delicate, though her health was generally good until the 
summer of 1821, when on a visit to Harrisburg, Pa. where she 
expected to spend some time with her sister, she was attacked 
with the fever then prevalent in that place, which laid the foun- 
dation of the complaint which finally terminated her mortal 
career. She returned home in the month of August in a low 
state of health, and for several months her case remained doubt- 
ful; but sometime in November her symptoms became alarming, 
and her friends were convinced that her stay in this world would 
be but short. In the early part of her illness, when asked what 

















se : ae 
aad pati ager ads ; = 
ee ee eee oo 5 
a ORE Permanent 


see ar hl i apr ISR AS pct 
a 


oe SR sheng 





nab atnig, 34 Aig - — sak site ‘esi nee ee ee a ee 
* nee ‘ a Sricaeh sa gighe 7 eebtebe aN a: 2 ch en? aera em = ; i te 3 
a eae ee ee gin ie i Sas aera Sg a nts sent oS ae S 
Fe 5 a : ce ‘ ~. : 
ee ee ee te RS Sena = 
ee ee ee 
pa ans 


energy 
Bs Se aelpnane ape 





fret a 
ae wa S 





“ti 
ne 


EA ye ye mel bs 
ad 
once 


eee 
hae de 
rawr fin PA hs 
gg AE 
RE At. SH 


Santi tia ee 


i 
ae Sk 
PeoRy 
ee 
] i 
ee 
3 
me ) 
1 Ree 
qe eae 
‘By 
La 
ele ; 
ek ‘ 
; te Ue 
ue 
RS 
a 
rhe 
oe 
ae 
am * 
BA 
is 
bY 
te 
, da | 
tee, 
i 
oe 
#3 
St 
4.5%, 
ed 
Bas 
> 
be 
’ MY le | 
ee va | 
‘ary 
eet. 
moo 4 
$3 
, ak : 
~ 3% 
fis 
ee 
; A 
; ¢ 
i 
% 
P x 
fe 





Se 


isk ibaa din 


ers 


A RS GR NL Le 





ge ee ORNS TS TD TE tay tt 


Sah ee nen ad 


it gee Re LI 


Meats Me ga Be oF ST Net 


rcniepectint inti <a preenein gchory tote see eaiees 
aac aak + some ST 
RE cm NERS OP OM mea es COT. nee ef ptitS 9 dude 


at Dake 


: 3 





Bee tenance he Og a AL RO PA wel ont 
Nii ata ne. 
nae 


Ltd aii 


Saga 


RE TI ay 
ey 





vie Seales 


a 
SO a od — yin cata nail en aie atic 21 ae th itspon tern pice et sn Clttite 
on ae 3 i weil Ayargr'ie ape! oad sty Rem nay ee Meee arate 


BOL, te. aR 




















410 MEMOIR OF MISS PATTY BROOKS. 


her feelings were with regard to dying, she replied, “I am not 
anxious ; but was it left to me to decide I should prefer staying a 
little longer in this world.” But as her dissolution drew nearer 
she lost all anxiety and appeared to sink more and more into the 
Divine Will; and it was evident that she was fast ripening for the 
mansion prepared for her. About a week before her death, I 
visited her for the last time; she appeared to possess an unshaken 
confidence in God, and to be wholly resigned to live or to die. 
“If L live,” said she, “ I think I shall live a holy life, and if I die 
it will be gain.” As her mortal system, through the prevalency 
of her disease, grew weaker every day, her confidence in God in- 
creased continually. She discovered great solicitude for the wel- 
fare of others; and often exhorted her attendants to prepare to 
follow her to the grave, and to meet her in heaven. On the 
morning of the ninth of January, she said to the doctor: “ I think 
I am struck with death,” and asked if it were notso. The reply 
was in the affirmative. She then addressed the doctor as fol- 
lows :—I thank you for all your faithful services—you have now 
done all you can for me; I am going home, and want you to 
prepare to meet me in heaven.” Then turning to her mother 
she said; ‘O praise the Lord! praise the Lord! I am going.” 
On observing that her mother was in tears, she said: ‘‘O mother 
weep not for me, but say with Job, ‘the Lord gave and the 
Lord taketh away, blessed be the Name of the Lord.’ ” While 
struggling in the arms of death, she was asked if ii was not hard 
dying? she replied, ‘ not very ; all is peace.” So long and se- 
vere were her last struggles that. she seemed at one time almost 
impatient to be gone; but then, as if recollecting herself, she ob- 
served: “ Allis right.” She called her friends severally to the 
bed side, and thanked them for all their kindness to her and 
hoped they would prepare to meet her in heaven, where they 
would receive an abundant reward. She then gave directions 
about her pecuniary affairs and wearing apparel, directing them 
how she wished to be laid out, that her neck should be dressed 
‘in a plain collar, which was the last fruit of her industry, and de- 
signated the person to close her eyes. Her mother feeling the 
tender solicitude of an affectionate parent, again inquired, “ Patty, 
is vour confidence in God still firm?” She replied with a look 
more expressive than words,— Yes! mother, yes! this is no 
time to rest in deception, when just going into the presence of a 
heart-searching God.” She then repeated the following verse : 


‘ Searcher of hearts, in mine the trying power display, 
Into its darkest corner shine, and take the veil away.’ 


Looking round on her friends, while joy beamed in her coun- 
tenance, she said: “ Soon I shall rise above you all.” Again she 
said, “O mother, don’t weep, I am going home.” She paused a 
moment, and then resumed, “ They are coming for me! don’t 
























THE IMPORTANCE OF sTuDY, &c. 417 


you hear them singing ‘ O praise the Lord?’ ” She then bade 
her friends an affectionate farewell; after which, she desired that 
her only brother, who was then sick, might be led into her room, 
and as he did not profess religion, she thus addressed him :— 
‘“ Benjamin! I am going to my Redeemer, and I want you to 
promise that by the grace of God you will prepare to meet me in 
heaven; and in token of this your resolution, give me your hand.” 
At first he seemed to hesitate; but she pressed him for an.an- 
swer, and intimated that she could not die without the promise. 
On which he, with much trembling, reached out his hand, which 
she eagerly grasped, and with much confidence expressed her 
hopes of meeting him in a better world. The shock was toe 
powerful for the brother, who sunk into the arms of his sup- 
porters, who conducted him to his bed; where, under a deep 
sense of iis undone state by nature, he earnestly inquired, What 
shall I do to be saved 2* The scene was truly affecting to all pre- 
sent, and I trust will long be remembered. She then desired 
another person in the room to come to her bed side: that she 
might speak to him on the concerns of eternity : but before he 
reached the place, her spirit, without another struggle or groan, 
took its flight from the mortal tenement, January 9th, 1822, in the 
27th year of her age, to rest, no doubt, in the bosom of her Lord. 
Horace AGarp. 
* He has since experienced religion. 


cee 6 


Miscellaneous. 


————— 


For the Methodist Magazwme. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDY TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
(Continued from page 382.) 


2. Curonotocy. Perhaps this is one of the most intricate 
and difficult branches of knowledge connected with the study of 
divinity; and yet, that we may be thoroughly furnished with ar- 
guments of defence against the assaults of our adversaries, it is 
important and necessary. At present, however, you are not ad- 
vised to enter into a laboured investigation of this subject. Most 
commentators have added to the value of their works, by the in- 
sertion of chronological notices ; and Dr. Clarke especially, has 
bestowed no little labour upon this subject, and furnished his 
readers with an analogous view of the dates of the various events 
and transactions recorded in the Holy Scriptures, and those con- 
tained in profane histories. 

This department of study is of infinite use in determining the 


truth of prophecy, by enabling us to ascertain the exact ume in 
Vou. V. 53 
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which it was delivered, as well as the time of its accomplishment. 
And every person must see the bearing this kind of evidence has 
upon the divine authority of Christianity. Suppose, for instance, 
that an infidel should assert that the predictions, respecting the 
overthrow and total destruction of Nineveh and Babylon, were 
uttered after those cities were destroyed ; how shall we otherwise 
obviate his objection than by proving from chronological history 
that the time of these prophets was long anterior to the desolation 
and destruction of those once populous aud renowned cities? It 
is well known, that such was the irresistible force of evidence, 
arising from the prophecies of Daniel respecting the successive 
rise and downfal of the four great ancient monarchies, that the fa- 
mous Porphyry affirmed that these prophecies were written after 
the events had come to pass. But here comes in the help of 
chronology, and establishes the fact that Daniel was the author, 
and that he lived and prophesied a long time before these events 
happened, and that his prophecies were even translated into 
Greek an hundred years before they were accomplished. This 
is presented as a specimen of the great use a knowledge: of chro- 
nology is to the biblical student, that he may defend himself 
against the onsets of libertines and infidels. Experience will al- 
ways teach the judicious mind how to apply this branch of knowl- 
edge to advantage. 

3. Closely connected with Chronology is the study of PRoPHE- 
cy. As none but the infinite and all-comprehensive mind of God 
can so penetrate into futurity as to know when and how events 
will be accomplished, so the exact fulfilment of any prediction ut- 
tered by man, must prove that his mind was under the guidance 
of the Infinite Mind when such prediction was uttered. The ful- 
filment of prophecy, therefore, affords one of the most incontesti- 
ble evidences in favour of the divine authority of the Book in 
which such prophecies are recorded. This subject, then, ought 
to be well understood. 

The prophecies contained in the holy scriptures relate to na- 
tions, to Christ, to the Church, and to individual persons. ‘These 
must be selected with care by him who would be an accomplished 
minister, and their application sought for in those events which, 
by their exact coincidence to the predictions, proclaim their ac- 
complishment. The fulfilment of the prophecies of the Old-Tes- 
tament, which relate to the rise and fall of empires, to the pros- 
perity, declension, and to the destruction of cities, is to be sought 
for in sacred and profane histories; those which relate to Christ 
must be sought for in the New-Testament, particularly in the four 

ospels; and those which relate to the Church in general, in the 
history of the Church; and those which evidently point to indi- 
viduals, in the life and conduct of those individuals,, many of 
which had their accomplishment soon after they were spoken. 
Simpson’s Plea for Religion is an excellent help to the just ap- 
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plication of those particular prophecies which centre in the per- 
son of Christ; and Bishop Newton’s Dissertations on the prophe- 
cies should be in the library of every Christian divine. 

But in the study of prophecy you must take care not to turn 
prophet yourself, by anticipating events which are yet wrapt up 
in futurity. Most commentators of the Apocalypse have dashed 
their heads against a wall, by attempting to run into the dark pe- 
riods of futurity, guided only by the false light of human conjece 
ture, instead of being led by the light of heaven which points to 
the fulfilment of a prediction by a corresponding event. The 
strained application of some of the prophecies, such as that of 
Daniel and St. John to the French Revolution by Faber and 
others, with many more of the like nature, while it serves to 
stagger the faith of weak believers, and to confirm sceptics in their 
perpetual doubts, betrays also the political prejudice and national 
vanity of their authors. The predictions of God were never ut- 
tered for the purpose of establishing political creeds, or of blaat- 
ing the mind of man with national pride and vanity. 

Most commentators of established reputation have noticed with 
sufficient particularity the fulfilment of many of the predictions. 
Josephus will confirm the predictions of our Saviour concerning 
the destruction of Jerusalem; and Rollin will lead you to deso- 
lated Babylon, Tyre, and Nineveh, and from these mournful 
spectacles of ancient grandeur, point you to the inspired souls of 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, who denounced their overthrow long before 
it came to pass; and the same impartial historian will shew you 
the successive elevation aud depression of the haughty Baby- 
lonian, the bear-like Persian, the quick-paced Grecian, the ea- 
gle-eyed, and, for a time, invincible Roman, empires, all of whose 
prototypes may be found in the prophecies of Daniel, the man 
greatly beloved of his God. Prideaux will help you through the 
labyrinth of the remainder of Daniel, and particularly that part of 
him whieh relates to the Messiah. 

Those. prophecies whose fulfilment has not yet been declared 
by corresponding events, whose obscurity is only occasioned by 
the darkness of futurity, leave till time and circumstances shall de- 
velope their hidden meaning, and shed an infallible light upon 
the language in which they were proclaimed. Do not risk your 
reputation for a wise and good man by undertaking to be a com- 
petitor with the Seers of God, when you have nothing but pre- 
sumptuous conjectures to guide your dubious sight. And above 
all, imitate not those whose political partialities have emboldened 
them to enter the sanctuary of God, and to convert the imple- 
ments of the sacred ‘Temple into implements of war, and to en- 
kindle the fire of hell in the breasts of their countrymen, that they 
might, ith less consciousness of guilt, shed human blood. I 
accuse not their intentions; but 1 condemn ¢heir heedless impet- 
uosity, which, however, { only mention to make others afraid. 
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When the time is come for the seals of the Apocalypse to be 
broken, St. John will speak—and his language shall be uwnder- 
stood—till then let no one presume to give him a tongue, nor af- 
fect his tremulous but determined voice. But by all means stud 
the prophecies, and mark their accomplishment. Apply the evi- 
dence derivable from hence to the defence and establishment of 
your religion. 

4. Miractes. The miraculous interposition of Divine Provi- 
dence, as recorded in the sacred scriptures, proclaims one of the 
most stupendous evidences in favour of their authenticity. Con- 
scious of the invincible strength of this species of testimony, infi- 
delity has exerted all its ingenuity te weaken its force. But 

though it has brought all its artillery to play against this fortress 

' m which the Christian defends himself, it has remained imper- 

aan vious to the strokes. Every minister therefore, that he may avail 
ian “ll himself of this weapon of defence to the best advantage, should 
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well understand the nature of a miracle. This is the more ne- 
cessary because there have been so many pretended miracles 
palmed upon the world. To detect the falsity of all such, learn 
to distinguish with accuracy between genuine and spurious mira- 
cles. Campbell has written well on this subject. He has met 
with manly dignity, and unravelled with honest freedom, the so- 
phistry of Hume, while he has evinced the superior excellence 
of his cause, and tested the invincible strength of his arguments, 
by the spirit and temper with which he maneged the controversy, 
and put his antagonist to flight. You cannot read him without 
j profit. 

Saurin has also some excellent remarks upon miracles. Among 
other things he has laid down the following marks of a genuine 
miracle. 1. It must be wrought in confirmation of truth—for 
God will never interpose his authority to establish a lie, nor to 
make falsehood appear like truth. 2. It must be above human 
power to effect—for that which is within the reach of human 
might, needs not the interference of Omnipotence. 3. It must 
be susceptible of the examination of the understanding and senses 
of mankind—otherwise pretended miracles, which always elude 
examination, could never be detected, nor genuine ones under- 
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ie stood and accredited. 4. To establish its genuineness beyond 
RS th the reach of controversy, it must be wrought in the presence of 
Beal disinterested and competent witnesses—otherwise the laws of ra- 
fee 40 tional testimony and belief may be contravened, and gross impo- 
1 Cae sitions practised upon mankind, to the discredit of truth and virtue. 
age §. Though it be not essential to the character of a genuine mira- 


cle to be effected always enstantaneously, yet when this character- 
istic accompanies any event, which otherwise: might be accounted 
for upon rational principles, but cannot be accountedi@for under 
such peculiar circumstances, and withal announces the hand of 
God for its production, it must be admitted as miraculous. 
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Now it is thought that all the miracles recorded in the Bible, 
whether in the Old or New Testament, exhibit all these marks of 
genuineness; and consequently bear the stamp of divine autho- 
rity. I desire you to make yourself master of this subject, and to 
examine for yourself the miraculous interpositions of divine Provi- 
dence and grace, which stand recorded in the Book of God, and 
apply the above rules to them with accuracy and impartiality ; 
and you will find their truth so glaring as to blind the eyes of in- 
fidelity, and their language so intelligible and determined as to 
silence every cavil of a sceptical philosophy. You may, indeed, 
admit some of the events recorded in scripture as miraculous, 
which were such as might have come to pass in the ordinary 
course of divine Providence; and, therefore, their miraculousness 
is only to be determined from the particular time and manner ia 
which they took place; such as the “thunder and rain” in an- 
swer to the prayer of S@muel, 1 Sam. xii. 16—19. and the abun- 
dance of rain in answer to the prayer of Elwah,.1 Kings xviii. 
41—45. Though thunder and rain come in the ordinary course 
of God’s providence, or as some would say, according to the uni- 
form operation of the laws of nature, yet their coming at that time, 
and under these circumstances, in answer to the prayer and ac- 
cording to the prediction of the prophets, is a manifest proof of 
their being miraculous. But there are numberless other miracles 
recorded in the Bible which, as far as we can perceive, would 
have had no existence but by an application of Divine power to 
the subject of them. Among a multitude of others, you may fix 
your attention upon the gift of tongues upon the day of Pentecost: 
such a power, to speak instantaneously in a foreign language, is 
clearly beyond the ordinary capacity of any man. The apostles, 
therefore, must have been immediately assisted by Omnipotence. 

By all means, then, study thoroughly the subject of miracles. 
The application of this species of evidence to the truth of divine 
revelation is irresistible. Their existence loudly and most con- 
elusively proclaims the presence and operation of an Almighty 
Hand. The God of nature and of nature’s laws has the govern- 
ment of them; and, therefore, can make them all subserve the 
purposes of His justice, His power, wisdom, and of His unbound- 
ed goodness, by suspending, reversing, and of accelerating those 
laws according to His own good pleasure. And He who has 
done this to establish beyond a doubt the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, has given them an inscription which cannot be coun- 
torfeited, and drawn the lines of truth so deep that they cannot 
be erased. You may consult the Letters of some Portuguese 
Jaws to Voltaire. They contain much useful matter. | 


(To be continued.) 
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RELIGIOUS LETTERS. 
(Continued froin page 387.) 
LETTER III. 
To Mr. William Hickson, a Methodist Preacher in New-Jersey. 
Dear Sir, 


Your very kind letter [ had the pleasure of receiving by 
Mr. Ivey; with whom, and a few others in my house, I have 
this moment been addressing the God of Love and of Grace. I 
hope we had the spirit of prayer and supplication. And O, that 
the Lord, in mercy, may regard our petitions for the success of 
the Gospel ; for the prevalence of the spirit of amity, peace and 
piety among all those who name the Name of Jesus! 

In the presence of Mr. Ivey I exhorted myself to be more fre- 
quent and fervent in the performance ofthis sacred service. How 
great is the privilege that we may pray? How great the necessity 
of prayer? How gracious and faithful the promises that our 
prayers shall be heard? And how pleasing, how advantageous 
the communion with our God ? 

I often recommend prayer to those to whom I declare the glad 
tidings of salvation; but I fear I do not sufficiently insist on the 
observance of so important a duty. May not others have to 
charge themselves with remissness in the enforcement of all kinds 
of devotion, on those who hear from their lips the commands of 
the holy and compassionate Jesus! 

I am in haste, but I could not-omit sending a line by Mr. Ivey 
to inform you that you have a place in my affectioys; that I wish 
you every blessing in the Lord, that I am grateful for your favour, 
and that I am, Dear Sir, 

Yours most sincerely in Christ Jesus, 
Uzat Oapen. 
Newtown, Feb. 27th, 1783. 
LETTER IV. 
Ko Mr. Richerd Ivey, a Methodist Preacher in New-Jersey, (a Young Man.) 
Dear Sir, 


Your favour by Mr. Mair I did not receive until several 
days after he was at my house, I not being at home when he was 
in town. Iam much obliged to you for the expressions of friend- 
ship contained in your letter; and rejoice to be informed that the 
concernments of Religion appear to be so much attended to in 
the circle of your connexion in this state. May prosperity attend 
the kingdom of the Prince of Peace! May bigotry, prejudice, 
enmity, ~and each evil principle be banished the breast of every 
one who “ nameth the Name of Jesus!” And may peace, amity, 
and love dwell among the professors of Christianity of all deno- 
minations ! 
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You condescend to ask of me “ counsel with regard to your 
advancement in the divine life, and successful labouring in the 
Lord’s vineyard.” In ,answer to this request, 1 ami humbly of 
opinion, if we are desirous to be proficients in graee, we should, 

1. Be frequent in prayer to God; and through the day often 
offer up ejaculatory petitions to the Supreme Being. 

2. We should not only “ pray without ceasing,” but frequently 
meditate in the divine word; read some portion of it each morn- 
ing, and commit a few verses thereof to our memories, to be the 
peculiar subject of ovr contemplation through the day. 

3. We should, in every instance, endeavour to walk circum- 
spectly, as those who must soon render an account to God of 
every thought, word, and deed of their lives. 

4. We should at all times, endeavour to have a due sense of 
the divine Majesty and Presence. 

5. We should often think on the four last things: death, judg- 
ment, heaven, hell. 

6. We should each night enter into an examination of the state 
of our souls, and so “ judge ourselves” now, that we may not be 

judged of God to our condemnation hereafter. 

Not to enlarge on this subject, let me next attend to the other 
part of your requisition. 

1. A Preacher of the Gospel, 1 conceive, should at least be | 
enabled to speak his native language fluently and correctly ; and, 
therefore, if unacquainted with grammar, the study of it cannot 
but merit his attention. 

2. He should he well acquainted, not only with the words, but 
with the sense of the inspired writings. 

3. He should endeavour to obtain a just idea of the value of 
the souls of men; of the importance of his sacred office; of the 
unhappy consequences of unfaithfulness in the performance of the 
duties of his holy function. 

4. He should, as much as possible, avoid disputation with 
every man, and be attentive to the great object of his mission, 
viz. to win souls to Jesus. ' 

5. He should be humble and modest in his deportment ; affec- 
tionate and obliging to all men, but not sinfully complaisant to 
any person. 

6. He should avoid all affectation in his public exercises, and 
private actions and eonversation. 

This is a copious subject, but [ must dismiss it; and conclude, 
after mentioning, that if convenient, 1 purpose to attend your 
brethren at German Town, in May next, agreeable to your desire, 
and that I am, 

Dear Sir, 


Your Christian Friend, 


And very hamble Servant, 
Newtown, 24th March, 1783. Uzau Oepen. 
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LETTER V. 
To Mr. Francis Asbury, at Baltimore, the Superintendent of the Methodists in 
America. 
Dear Sir, 


A rew months past some of the preachers styled Methodists, 
were recommended to me by the Rev. Mr. Magaw of Philadel- 
phia. Believing, in this day of irreligion, their wish to advance the 
interests of virtue, I have given them such countenance and ad- 
vice as | deemed expedient, and I humbly hope and fervently 
pray, that they and their successors in this country, may be instru- 
mental in “ turning many souls from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God.” 

O! when shall prosperity attend the kingdom of the Prince of 
Peace !—When shall vice, religious prejudice, bigotry and enmity 
be banished the earth! When shall we be Christians indeed, 
possess the same amiable and divine temper which was in Christ 
Jesus our Lord! Father of Mercies! Compassionate a guilty 
world, and make bare among us the arm of thy salvation! Pluck! 
O pluck sinners, through the means of grace, as brands from the 
burning, and deliver them from the wrath to come! : 

I am happy to add that your preachers here, do honour to the 
eause they profess to serve ; and by one of them, my good friend 
Mr. Hickson, I send you a sermon just published, on Regenera- 
tion, which I beg your acceptance of. 

Permit me to subscribe myself, 
Dear Sir, 
Your Friend and very humble Servant, 
Uzau Oepen. 


Newtown, 11th April, 1783. 


BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT. 


“To the mind even of the Philosopher, futurity was like the 
chaos of Moses, fathomless, empty, without shape or order, and 
‘darkness was on the face of the deep.’ The poets sang of 
Elysian fields and Tartarean punishments; but these were re- 

arded as the flights of an ardent imagination; and the fictions 
under which their theories were buried were openly rejected by 
the wisest among them. Who does not pity the genius of the 
immortal Homer, labouring under the pressure of mournful igno- 
rance? In vain he stretches the wing of imagination to penetrate 
the secrets of futurity—not an object could be seen through the 
gloom. In vain he would carry the torch of reason into the 
world of spirits—the shadows of death extinguish it. When he 
draws the picture of eternity with the pencil of fancy, he makes 
his greatest hero prefer a miserable life, laden with all the woes 
of this valley of tears, to the highest honours which can be be- 


stowed after death. 
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Those who eaH upon you to relinquish your Bibles have not 
attempted to fathom the depths of futurity. They rather wish 
you to consider the scanty period of “ three score years and ten,” 
the boundary of the hopes, the joys, and the expectations of Man. 
They place beyond death—Annhilation! The thought is insuf- 
ferable! Say, you who have dropped the parting tear into the 
grave of those whom you loved—is this a consolating system? 
Ave the most tender connexions dissolved to be renewed ng 
more? Must I resign my brother, my parent, my friend, my 
child—forever? What an awful import these words bear! Stand- 
ing upon the grave of my family, must I say to its departed mem- 
bers,—Farewell! ye who were once the partners of my joys and 
sorrows! I leaned upon you for support; I poured my tears into 
your bosom; I received from your hands the balm of sympathy— 
But it is no more! No more shall [ receive your kindness; no 
more shall I behold you! The cold embrace of death clasps your 
mouldering bodies; and the shadows of an impenetrable midnight 
brood forever upon your sepulchres! ‘No! We cannot relin- 

uish Christianity for a system which conducts us to this fearful 
elose! When skepticism shall have provided a substitute for our 
present hopes, we will listen with more confidence to its propo~ 
sals.” 

“‘ Nature wafts the mind to its Creator. From its majesty, 
Reason argues his greatness; from its endless variety, his boun- 
ty; from its uses, his wisdom. The foundation of the Temple of 
Knowledge is laid deep, wide, and resting on the face of the uni- 
verse. Reason seizes such materials as sense can furnish, and 
carries on the building. But, alas! the edifice remains incom- 
plete! The architect is skilful, but the materials are scanty. 
Those which are most essential to crown the work, lie far from 
this country beyond the grave.—In vain imagination lends her 
assistance and attempts to explore the land of spirits, where only 
they are to be found. Bewildered, exhausted, and powerless, the 
artist sits down in silent despair. 

Here faith takes the tools which fall from the hand of reason, 
Revelation ascertains all which futurity had concealed; and Faith 
draws her materials from revelation. The building rises and 
shall continue to rise, .till “the top stone is brought forth with 
shouting.”—Sense cannot introduce us to the invisible majesty 
of heaven. It can only present us with his tmage. The pure, 
etherial light—the blaze of a noontide sun—the azure heavens 
and revolving orbs—the mysterious and eccentric comet—the 
insect, curiously wrought, and the grass simply elegant—the thun- 
der storm—the lightning vivid and irresistible—the morning and 
evening breeze—the verdant plain and the elevated mountain—the 
solid earth and the rolling seas—these all reflect the glory of the 
Deity, ali bear the impress of his hand, all develope his wonder- 
none but they are not God himself. It is faith rising on the 

Tou. V. 54 
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_ 426 A QUERY SERIOUSLY PROPOSED. 


_ wing of inspiration that introduces me into the heaven of hea- 


vens, unlocks the mystery, and unfolds the seven sealed book. 
There I read the covenant of mercy. There I receive the pro- 
mise of pardon. There I learn all that | would know, and anti- 
cipate all I shall hereafter enjoy. The pressure of the ills of life 
is lightened ; and I endure “ as seeing him who is invisible.” 


—_————_— 


A QUERY SERIOUSLY PROPOSED TO THE THINKING AND TO THE 
UNTHINKING. 


A writer on Ecclesiastical Polity has said, ‘ So long as minis- 
ters of Christ move in obedience to His will, so long the people 
are bound to submit to their authority in all matters of Church 
government and discipline.” A reviewer of the book in which 
that sentence is found, says, I am strongly disposed to doubt! 
Now the query is, T'o what class of doubters does this Reviewer 
belong 2 It seems he doubts whether the people ought to submit 
to the will of Christ. Or does he doubt whether the will of 
Christ is exemplified by those who move in obedience to His will? 
If not, to whose will would he have the people submit? To the 
will of Mohammed? Of Confucius? Of Zoroaster? Or the will 
of Wiesheupt? Ono. To neither of these. Is it then to the will 
of the people? But, forsooth, the will of the people, in that case, 
must be opposed to the will of Christ! 

Supposing one of the admirers of this courteous reviewer were 
to say : So long as the people move in obedience to the will of 
Christ the ministers must submit to them: Would the scrupulous 
reviewer be “ strongly disposed to doubt?” In the style of some 
I should say, I guess not. _Must then the will of Christ be un- 
heeded merely because it is manifested through the medium of a 
body of Elders? What a corrupted mass must that be so to 
pollute even the will of Christ! Coming through such a perverted 
ruedium it loses all its binding influence! O ye pure hearts and 
clean hands! cleanse the polluted sanctuary—down with your 
pulpits—away with your Elders—or the will of Christ must loose 
all its efficiency ! 


A familiar story is related of the benevolence of one of the 
sons of Ali. In serving at table, a slave had inadvertently dropped 
a dish of scalding broth on his master: the heedless wretch {ell 
prostrate, to deprecate his punishment, and repeated a verse of 
the Koran: “ Paradise is for those who command their ai: “i 
“} am not angry :”-—“ and for those who pardon offences: 


“| pardon your offence:” “and for those who return good Sn 
evil:” “J give you your liberty,and four hundred pieces of silver.” 
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ANECDOTE OF MR. BROWN. 


Mr. Brown, a respectable though seceding clergyman, in Had- 
dington, not far from this city (Edinburgh), being poor, when a 
boy, was employed in driving frequently a farmer of East Lo- 
thian’s horses. Having gone one day to Edinburgh, in company 
with many others, with grain to the market, while the horses were 
resting and his companions were sleeping beside them, Mr. B. 
went to the Parliament Close, where he heard the cheapest books 
were to be found, in quest of a Greek Testament. ‘The proprie- 
tor of the shop, walking before the door when he passed, finding 
a poor ragged boy asking for a Greek Testament, asked him 
what he would do with it. ‘ Why, read it, if it please your ho- 
nour.” ‘Can you read it?” ‘ Why, (replied the boy,) I will 
try it.” Some of the shopmen having found one, put it into his 
hand, and the master said, “ If you can read it, you shall have it 
for nothing.” ‘The boy took it, and having read a page, translated 
it with great ease. ‘The bookseller would have no money, though 
the boy who had pulled out half-a crown, from a purse in his 
pocket, urged him to take it, knowing that to be the price of the 
book. About twenty years after this, a well-dressed man came 
up to the same bookseller’s (who as formerly was walking before 
the door), but now with a wig and staff, saying, “ Sir, ] believe] 
am your debtor.” ‘The bookseller said, “I do not know, but* 
step in, and any of the young men will tell you.” ‘ But (replied 
he) it is to you personally that I am indebted.” Looking in his 
face, the other said, “Sir, I do not know that you owe me any 
thing.” ‘ Yes, I certainly do. Do you recollect that about 
twenty years ago, a poor boy came and got a Greek Testament 
from you, and did not pay for it? ‘ Yes, perfectly (replied the 
vookseller), and I have often thought of it; and the boy was no 
sooner gone, than I was angry with myself for not asking his 
name, and where he resided.” “I (replied the clergyman) was 
the boy; my name is Brown, and I live at Haddington.” Upon 
looking again in his face and. giving him his hand, he said, “ Mr.. 
Brown, | am glad to see you, and have often heard of you. Wo 
have here in our shop, as they have in every university-library in 
the kingdom, your Self-interpreting Bible, your Church History, 
&c. which have brought me in much money, and are more called 
for than any books in my shop; will you be so obliging as to dine 
with me?” This was done, and a lasting friendship contracted 
while they discoursed of the days of former years. 





PROFANE SWEARING REPROVED. 


A pRoFANE Scotch nobleman, on seeing a large stone in the 
road which led to his country-house, swore and ordered his ser- 
vant to send it to hell. ‘The man replied, “ My lord, if I could 
send it to heaven, it would be more completely out of your lord- 
ship’s way.” 
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428 | GENESEE CONFERENCE, 


Religions and Missionary Intelligence. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
Vienna, 4th August, 1622. 
Dear Breruren, 

‘T'ue Genesee Annual Conference being closed, after a 
session of eight days, I forward the following particulars. Twenty- 
eight preachers were admitted on trial in the travelling connec- 
tion; twenty were ordained deacons, and twenty-one were set 
apart to the office of Elder. About 140 were stationed in the 
different circuits. These spread over a great extent of country, 
éven from Johnstown on the Mohawk in the east, to Fort Malden 
in the west, and from Perth in Upper-Canada, to Shemoking on 
the Susquehanna. An extent of more than five hundred miles 
from east to west, and about three hundred from north to south. 
The new lands in this vast extent, are filling up with emigrants 
from different parts of Europe and the older settlements of Ame- 
rica, and the calls for religious instruction are continually increas- 
ing. Three Missionaries have been sent out from this Confer- 
ece: one of them is appointed a Conference Missionary, to 
ascertain the condition of the Indian tribes in the bounds of the 
Conference; as also to aid in the formation of Missionary Socie- 
ties. The other two are to labour in the new settlements of 
Upper-Canada. On the Grand River which empties into Lake 
Erie are several small insulated setthements, which have been 
eaguely formed by now and then a family settling on the Indian 
ands. In some of these settlements there was seldom a sermon 
heard. Several pious friends, during the last year, mentioned the 
condition of the people, and offered their pecuniary aid for the 
support of a Missionary. About the same time brother A. Torry 
felt impressed to visit these settlements. He found them prepared 
%o receive the word with all readiness. The spirit of grace rested 
on his congregations; not a few were stirred up to seek the Lord, 
and some experienced a saving change. Brother Torry is now 
appointed a Missionary to these people. 

In order to aid the above Missionary undertakings, as well as 
to extend relief to the widows of this Conference whose husbands 
have died in the itinerant Connexion, a system of cent collec- 
tions was entered into during the last year, which produced to the 
Conference for these purposes, about three hundred and fifty 
dollars. : 

The conference of preachers having formed themselves into an 
Auxiliary Missionary Society, have recommended the formation 
ef branch societies in the various circuits and stations. It is not 
a little animating to the friends of Zion to perceive so plainly the 
hand of our God in this great work. The spirit of prayer and 
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praise is poured out on his people; the way is opened to the 
Gentiles of all countries,—millions are waiting for the law of 
Christ; and his people, influenced by the benevolence of the 
gospel, are tendering their offerings freely and bountifully. So 
remarkable a concurrence of providence and grace, evidently de- 
clare the coming of his kingdom. May Jehovah hasten it. Fare- 
well, 


Yours in the gospel of Christ, 
W. Case. 


—— 


INDIAN MISSIONS. 


‘Wars the greater proportion of the Christian community is zealously en- 
gaged in promoting the cause of Missions, some are yet halting between two 
opinions, not being able to decide entirely in their favour, while others disguise not 
their disapprobation of the whole plan. The necessity of argumentation to con- 
vince either the one or the other of these e¢lasses, seems to be superseded by the 
encouraging facts respecting the success of the undertaking. Indeed, it seems 
somewhat problematical that any believer in divine revelation should question 
the propriety of missionary exertions, since he professes to believe that all his 
hopes of present peace and of future happiness are engrafted upon the system of 
Christianity which that revelation alone makes manifest: but it is more problem- 
atical still that any member of the Methodist Episcopal Church should view this 
eause with indifference, when it is considered that he himself is the fruit of mis- 
sionary enterprize. 

Believing, as we do, in the universal philanthtopy of God, the comprehensive 
nature of the scheme of redemption, and the condition on which salvation is 
offered to man, how can we be inattentive to the calls or even to the spiritual 
wants of our fellow men? Why stand ye here all the day idle? Has no man hired 
you ? Has no one, neither preacher.nor member, presented you with the case of 
your heathen neighbour? Have not the reports of the Missionary Society reach- 
ed your ears? If they have; have you laid them by unheeded? You should 
remember that men, devoting themselves exclusively to the service of the sanc- 
tuary, must have money. They must have clothes to wear, and bread to eat. 
And the people to whom they go as Missionaries have neither the one nor the other 
to give them. It is to you, therefore, that we look for the aid of your money, 
and the aid of your prayers, that the benevolent design of diffusing gospel truth 
and holiness among mankind may succeed. If you believe, as you unquestiona- 
bly do, that it shall profit you nothing to gain the whole world and lose your own 
soul, how ought you to feel for the myriads of human souls who are even now 
perishing for lack of knowledge! Look around you, and see the wide spread 
desolation, the many tribes of men who never yet heard of the name of Christ; 
and, what.is more lamentable still, the many who profess His name are never- 
theless regardless of His honour, totally neglectful of His precepts, and, of 
course, are in danger of eternal perdition! These are facts. They are not the 
paintings of a distempered jmagination. And they are so many voices which cry 
aloud to the Christian world to awake from its slumbers, and to enter with acce- 
lerated vigour into the noble work of scattering the seeds of eternal life. 

The following extracts of letters will show you the state of our Missions already 
established among the Indians. For a more fuil.information respecting their 
commencement and progress, you are referred to the several accounts published 
from time to time in the Methodist Magazine. 


WYANDOT INDIANS. 


Extract of a letier from the Rev. James B. Finley to ithe Corresponding Secretary, 
dated July 3, 1822. 


“Gop is with us in this wilderness, and His work is reviving gloriously 
among the natives. About two weeks since, in company with some of my friends, 
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.f attended a Camp-Meeting on Delaware circuit. 
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At this meeting eight of the 
natives joined the church, some of whom professed conversion. The succeeding 
Sabbath was our Quarterly-Meeting at the Mission Meeting-house. On Saturday 
a large congregation attended ; and at night the presence of God was sensibly felt 
by many. On Sabbath morning we held a Lovefeast, at which time the saints re- 
joiced and sinners trembled. Glory be to God! This was a good season to me. 
Through the interpreter, I listened to the experience of my red brethren, and was 
much gratified to hear them so distinctly relate the workings of grace upon their 
hearts. I could but call to remembrance former years, when I had been priv- 
ileged with mingling my prayers and praises with the saints of the Most High; 
now the same language, and the same sensations were realized among my Indian 
brethren, which made my heart rejoice in God my Saviour. 

“ After preaching, I united Mononque with his wife* in matrimony One reason 
he assigned for this step was, as he said, to set an example to his tribe. I then 
administered the sacrament to white, red, and black people, who all sympathized 
together as members of the same spiritual family. 

‘“‘ Last Sabbath we had our meeting at the Big Spring, where many people at- 
tended with much seriousness. I preached; and brothers Steward, Mononque, 
Between-the-Logs, and Hicks, and some othergspoke. At the request of brother 
Mononque I gave an opportunity for the reception of members, and fen presented 
me their hand. This was a most affecting season. Parents and children, folded 
in each others arms, were weeping and rejoicing, while the mourners were ex- 
horted to believe in Christ for salvation. It seemed, indeed, as if glory was 
opened on our souls. While we continue to increase in holy living we shall do 
well. ‘ 

“While some look on with cold indifference, and a few indicate hostility to out 
enterprizes, 1am happy to record the friendly assistance of others, particularly 
Mr. Shaw, our agent, a member of the Society of Friends. He has manifested a 
zealous friendship to our Mission and School by doing us all the good he can. 
You may inform the friends of this establishment that I see nothing to hinder its 
success, but on the contrary, much to encourage the hope for its final prosperity.” 


CREEK INDIANS. 


By information received from this Mission not long since, it appeared that the 
Missionaries had been called to encounter unexpected difficulties. The Big-War- 
rior had manifested an opposition to having the gospel preached among them ; 
and such was the exigency of the case, that the superintendent of the Mission, the 
tev. William Capers, found it expedient to call a meeting of the Mission Com- 
mittee to deliberate upon the most suitable measures to be pursued in the present 
eritical juncture. The result of these deliberations, we understand is, that 
they will use ail prudent measures to accomplish the object of the mission. We 
rejoice to find thet the apostolic spirit is not extinguished ; and we most devoutly 
pray that opposition will only strengthen the courage of those men of God, and 
excite a more determined perseverance in this most benevolent enterprize. And 
we are encouraged to hope for the ultimate success of this mission, from a com- 
munication we have recently received from the Rev. Isaac Smith, one of the 
Missionaries upon that station. The following is an extract from his letter :— 

“To-day I cpened the school in the house in which I live, the School-House 
not being yet finished. Iam not able to describe the feelings with which I com- 
meneed this school, consisting of twelve Indian children. I trust that I feel 
grateful to that Being whose goodness has preserved me from childhood, and 
placed me, at so late a period of my life, as a teacher to Indian youth! In the 
vears 1782 and 1783, [ kept a smal! school in the State of Virginia. While in 
this employment it pleased God to rereal his Son in me, and, as I humbly trust, 
He called me to preach His gospel. After having devoted my life from that 
time to this in His service, by the mysterious Providence of God, I am now 
employed by the Church to instruct Indian youth in the knowledge of letters, 
and I hope also inthe knowledge of the true God! I am now in the evening of 


*3t seems to be customary among the Indian Tribes for a man and woman to associate together as 
nusband and wife, without the ceremony of marriage; and hence, for trifling offences they sepa- 
cate. One of the blessed effects of introducing Christianity among them wil! be, te da away this 
practice, and induge them to pay more respect to the marriage state, : 
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lite, and therefore cannot hope to do much more in this world for the souls of 
men; but what little strength I have shall be cheerfully devoted to Him whe 
gives it me. 

‘‘ The Committee, | understand, have concluded to continue the Mission.” 

In a more recent communication from Mr. Smith, he observes: ‘ Our school 
has been progressing as well as we had any right to expect. The first week we 
had upwards of twenty scholars; and had we been prepared to lodge them, I 
believe we might have had twice that number, or more. They appear promising. 
Some of them already spell in words of four and five letters. As soon as our 
house is finished we expect to have from forty to fifty scholars, and it is thought 
by some that as many as one hundred may be obtained. Many of the Indians, 
and some of -their Chiefs, have been to see the School; and as far as I can 
learn, they feel very desirous to have their children educated. My health is 
poor, but I bless God that He enables me to attend to the duties of this infant 
institution.” 

From these encouraging accounts of these missions, and of the schools con- 
nected with them, the friends of the American heathen will find a motive suf- 
ficiently strong, it is presumed, to induce them to continue their exertions. The 
little opposition which has evinced itself, so far from being a source of discou- 
ragement, should only prompt us to redouble our exertions ; especially when we 
find the Missionaries themselves boldly face the danger, confiding in the strength 
of Omnipotence for success. The carnal mind is the same every where, and it 
would be « wonder if the gospel should be planted among heathen tribes, and 
encounter no obstacles. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE 


iWesleyan-Methodist Missionary Society, held at the City-Road Chapel, on Monday, 
April 29, 1822. 


(Concluded from page 399.) 


The Fifth Resolution was as follows :—“ That the thanks of this Meeting be given 
to the Avxiniary and Branca Societies throughout the kingdom ; to the Auailiary 
Societies which have been recently established on several Forrian Stations ; t6 those 
Lapies, who in different places have employed their zeal and infiuence to iqerease the 
Funds of the Institution ; to the JoveniLe Societies, in which the feeling and ener- 
gy of our youth are consecrated to this sacred service; and to the SupscripEers, and 
other Friends to the Wesleyan Missionary Fund, both at home and abroad, by whose 
liberality the means of supplying the moral wants of our fellow-men have been greatly 
increased.” —It was proposed by the REV. SAMUEL LOWELL, of Bristol ; who 
said, that though he was unexpectedly called to speak on this occasion, and was 
aware how ill it would become him to come before the assembly in the character 
of an egotist, he was heartily glad that such an opportunity was afforded him of 
expressing his unabated and unabating esteem for the Methodist Society, and his 
love to the all-important cause of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. Indeed, did 
he not feel his obligation to the Methodist Society, in the earlier part of his life, he 
would be unworthy of the name of man, more unworthy the name of Christian, 
and most of all unworthy of the name of a Christian Minister. The Founder of 
the Methodist Society paid him a condescending attention, when he was a mere 
stripling, and suffered him to rank, young as he then was, among the number of 
his correspondents, forty-three or forty five years ago. There was scarcely 
a Travelling Preacher in the Connexion with whom he was not at that time on 
terms of intimacy. And though now nearly forty years have elapsed since Prov- 
dence led him to other connexidns, his heart was not cooled; he still loved our 
people, and he loved them in all the proportion in which he thought he saw in 
them the image of Him who was meek and lowly in heart. He hoped to be for- 
given, if he said, that though he had lived to see many of his old friends succes- 
sively numbered with the dead, and his faith had followed their spirits as they as- 
cended on high, yet he felt what he should never be able to express, when he was 
informed of the removal of the last of those old friends, whose name, he was 
sure, could not be heard in that piace without emetion. For considerably more 
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432 ANNIVERSARY OF SHE WESLEYAN 
than forty years he was in the habits of endearing friendship with the learned, the 
holy, the apostolie Joseru Bxnxson; and he could not help saying, he felt a sort 
of personal obligation by the publication of the Tribute to his Memory delivered 
in this place on the occasion of his death. Strangers would say, that that Char. 
acter of him was composed under the influence of partial friendship ; but his tes- 
timony was, and he well knew what he said, and whereof he affirmed, that “the 
half was not told.” He deemed it one of the happiest events of his life, that Di- 
vine Providence permitted him to take an active part in the formation of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society ; and he hoped that He who had pity upon him, and had 
put him among his children, had given him a spirit that induced him to say with 
allt his powers, “Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity.” He hailed ail those Institutions, which have in view the diffusion of 
Christian light and knowledge, “ and yours, Sir,” said Mr. L.,-“‘ has a high claim 
to this noble title. I therefore rejoice greatly in what 1 have this day seen and 
heard. The cause in which we are severally engaged, is a cause that is beloved 
in Heaven itself. It is peculiarly dear to Him, whose we are, and whom we 
serve. Jt hasupon it the stamp of Heaven; it is dyed in the blood of the Cross: 
and the virtues of the Cross will ensure its success. Benevolent exertions, which 
have their origin in mere human opinions, are often transient and unavailing ; 
but those which originate with Him who sees the end from the beginning, and 
are stimulated by the influences of his Holy Spirit, must be permanent and ef- 
ficient. They will be efficient beyond all we can ask orthink. Such is the con- 
fidence we feel respecting our Missionary efforts. They have for their authority 
the commands of Him whom we call our 4.aster and Lord; they are astonishing- 
ly protected by Divine Providence ; and they shall proceed, till all the ends of 
tie earth shall see the salvation of our God.” 

LIEUT. GORDON, R. N., seconded this Resolution. He hoped to have been 
allowed to escape from taking so public a part in behalf of a cause which, like the 
Ark, he felt almost afraid to touch ; but, being thus called forward, he prayed that 
the same Spirit, who put a word into the mouth of wayward Balaam, would put 
a word into his mouth. With respect to the Auxiliary and Branch Societies, men- 
tioued in the Resolution, their own conduct had given the best illustration of their 
activity, and the Report that day read to the Society was a better certificate of 
their claims to its gratitude, than it would be in his power, or even in that of the 
most eloquent person who had addressed that meeting, to pronounce. They de- 
tired not, however, that commendation, which yct it was our duty not io with- 
hold; for their exertions had emanated from Christian principles ; and if they 
had discovered their good works, it was only that their Father in heaven might be 
glorified. The Chairman had opened the meeting by referring to the ascendant 
influence of Great Britain in the scale of nations. Her commerce now opens 
channels of religious communication with every colony: and her Islands, Towns, 
and Cities, form so many depositories, from which the sacred influence of the 
Gespel may be conveyed, as from the heart of the system, to the nations now sit- 
ting in darkness and in the shadow of death. The Wesleyan Missionary Society, 
in common with other similar Institutions, had discovered to Great-Britain, and 
to the world, what the divine intention was respecting the ascendancy which 
Britain thus providentially possesses. It was pouring the water of life into many 
long-neglected spots, which had never before been exhilarated by one drop of 
that water. He congratulated it on being engaged in the only work upon which 
angelic intelligences, upon which the spirits of just men made perfect, and the 
Son of God himself, look with complacency. It is the only work which prevents 
the flames of judgment from destroying the world; and in the national agitations 
oe existing in certain parts of the world, we recognized the earthquake and the 

re which precede tlie still small voice that is to tell the nations, now lying in 
their blood, to arise and live. He would say to that Society, and to all engaged 
in the glorious cause, “ Go on; slacken not your hand ; but press forward, in de- 
pendence on Him who has said that is word shall not return unto him void, but 
shall accomplish the thing for which he sends it. Hold not back your hand, till 
ail the kingdoms of this world shall become the kinedoms of our God and his 
Christ.” He had felt himself much cheered by the Resolutioy which preceded’ 
the one he seconded. In that explicit acknowledgment of the necessity of the 
divine inflgence, the Society had gone wisely to work; for it thereby recognized 
what is the only source of haman success, and what every one who knows any 
thing of himself, and of the means by which God carries on his cause in the 
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world, will cordially join in praying for. The more we live in dependence on 
that influence from on high, the more we shall succeed. He too rejoiced to look 
around him, and to see present on that day many individuals of different commu- 
nions. He himself belonged te another communion ; but he felt, as a Christian, 
particular delight in finding himself surrounded by those engaged in the same 
cause far more efficiently than himself. He had often been struck with a com- 
parison in the Scriptures, which says that, the Church of Christ is “terrible as an 
army with banners.” In an army were found many banners ; but in every army, 
whether the English or any other, some one prevails: in the English army the 
Union Flag waves over all. He hoped the day was approaching when the 
churches would merge in millennial union, and when the knowledge of the Lord 
should cover the earth. He most heartily seconded the motion. 

The REV. GEORGE MARSDEN, President of the Conference for the present 
year, moved the Sixth Resolution, which was, “* That the thanks of this Meeting 
be given to JosepnH BuTTERWoRTH, Esq. M. P. and the Rev. Georce Mortey, the 
General Treasurers, for their diligent allention to the duties of their office during the 
past year ; and that the Society very cordially requests a continuance of their ser- 
vices.” —He observed that a peculiar solemnity, and yet a solemnity of a pleasing 
kind, had appeared to him to characterize this Meeting, during the speeches of 
those who preceded him. Indeed, he was happy to find that of late a very bless- 
ed and religious influence had rested on most of the Missionary Mectings which 
he had attended ; and he had remarked that where that was the case, these meet- 
ings were, even in a pecuniary view, the most productive. From the statement 
just read, it appeared that the Treasurers were in advance ; but that should not 
occasion any discouraging fears. The recent Collections in Yorkshire and Lan- 
cashire, at almost every meeting, had exceeded those of former years ; several of 
them by at least one third. He had no doubt that the arrears would be dis- 
charged ; and that we should have money inhand. Yet he recollected, that Dr. 
Clarke had said, in his Sermon on Friday, that we ought not to have a Fund, 
while we had forty men of God ready and anxious to engage in the Missionary 
field. He was sure it would not be the wish of our Treasurers uselessly to hoard 
up money, while the perishing heathen are crying out for aid, and holy men are 
offering their services. Freely they receive, and as freely they will distribute. 
There had appeared to him to be_ a remarkable Providence in finding for our Mis- 
sionary work, both at home and abroad, suitable agents and instruments. Here 
the Speaker enumerated several of the Society’s Missionaries, whom he consider- 
ed to be remarkably adapted to the stations in which they severally labour, and 
to whom, he said, though averse from idle compliment, he could not but pay the 
tribute of his respect. He also expressed his concurrence in the very just testi- 
monies paid that day to other Societies. He rejoiced that God had put high hon- 
our upon the Church Missionary Society, the Baptist Missionary Society, the 
London Missionary Society, the Moravian Missionary Society, and the Scottish 
Missionary Society. And he was very glad to find that some members of an- 
other class of Christians, the Friends or Quakers, have of late indirectly embark- 
ed in this blessed cause. Thus all the religious bodies in our land, who acknowl- 
edge Christ as the “‘ head,” are entering into this work. By these various efforts, 
many of those situations, which a person, who should sit down to examine a map 
ef the world, would at first sight select as the most promising stations for Mission- 
aries, were in fact, under the guidance of Divine Providence, already occupied. 
He was particularly happy that there was a probability of openings for the Gospel 
in South-America. As to Africa, he prayed that the Missionaries who have bégun 
in the South might work their way towards the North, and that those now in the 
West might march Eastward, till, by and by, they should all meet in the centre. — 
He mentioned that a British soldier, a member of our Society, was called with his 
regiment to Malta. He had there lent to a youth, who observed him reading the 
New-Testament, the copy he was perusing. The youtlr was astonished by what 
he learned in the book of God. The truth was divinely applied to his heart; he 
became a real Christian, and, in process of time, a preacher of the Gospel ; 
and there are now two congregations in Malta, to which the Gospel is regularly 
preached by him and others—While, in some parts of Asia, the Missionaries of 
the older Societies were making progress as messengers of mercy, and thus pro-— 
moting the best interests of their fel-ow-creatures, he was glad that God had in 
his Providence directed the Scottish: Missionary Society to send theif labourers to 
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the Northern part of that continent ; and he hoped that the time was drawing 
near, when every part of the globe shall be visited by Christian Missionaries, and 
the standard of the cross be erected in every place. Some of his happiest moments 
had been those which he had formerly spent with the Committee of this Society, 
in devising and executing plans for carrying into effect its beneficent objects. 
Never should he forget some of those delightful engagements. But he had wit- 
nessed painful scenes also; when the most pressing applications for more Mis- 
sionaries had been received, and the Secretaries had anxiously turned to the 
Treasurers, and had asked, ‘ What is the state of our fund? Can we send them ?” 
On some of these occasions, the Treasurers knew not what to say: they were 
involved in debt: that debt was accumulating more and more: but yet it was 
hard for them to oppose themselves to such projects, and say, “No! you have 
already gone too far,” and thus to stop the progress of the gospel-chariot, for want 
cf money. They had therefore borrowed, and borrowed again and again, un- 
willing to refuse any call of God. He trusted that the Treasurers of this Society 
will never be compelled, by any want of public support, to alter the conduct 
they had hitherto pursued ; but that they would go forward, with their funds re- 
plenished, in the work of God, till it shall encircle the whole globe. 

The REV. HENRY MOORE followed the President. He said that while the 
blessings and glories of evangelical truth had been passing before his eyes, during 
the addresses delivered by preceding Speakers, he had really felt, with great 
force, that “it was good to be there.” He had usually been afraid of Public 
Meetings, except those to which he was called for the purpose of preaching the 
Word of God; but he recollected what happened to Mr. Brainerd, a name that 
coud never be mentioned without honour. In the wilds of America, he once 
met with a savage, so called, who at first terrified him, but afterwards gave him 
great comfort. This was the only savage, as well as he recollected, who ever 
frightened Brainerd ; yet so it was; the Missionary was for once afraid, when the 
man first came forward; but on entering into conversation with him, he was as- 
tonished and delighted to find that this was a man who had been speaking to his 
own people about God, the Great Spirit, and striving to persuade them to forsake 
their sins, and who, when he could not do that, had run into the woods to weep 
on account of the vices and obstinacy of his countrymen. He (Mr. M.) con- 
fessed that, like Brainerd, he was formerly afraid of these Public Meetings; 
but upon being here to-day, he was of the same mind to which Brainerd- was 
brought in the sequel, namely, that ‘“ God was in this place, and I knew it not.” 
An excellent man, whem we all respected, (the predecessor of the Chairman in 
the Treasurership in this institution,) when once asked why he presented himself 
at a certain means of grace, the introduction of which among us, in that particu- 
lar form, he had before thought it right to oppose, made an admirable reply to 
the person who thus questioned him. ‘ What,” said he, “do you think that you 
shall ever have a blessing among you, that I shall not have a share of ?”—* So, 
Sir,” said Mr. Moore, “I thank God, that I have had my share to-day, and on 
some former days, of the blessedness of these Missionary Meetings.” Mr. Moore 
then called the attention of the Society to the case of the Jews, God’s ancient 
people, who ought, he showed, to have a place in our sympathies, our prayers, 
and our exertions, as well as Gentile sinners, on such occasions as the present. 
He showed that the Conversion of Jews, however difficult, ought not to be re- 
garded as hopeless ; mentioned some instances which he had personally known of 
real success among that people; and reminded the meeting that the Pentecostal 
Church, the model and exemplar, in fact, of what all succeeding churches ought to 
be, in doctrine and spirit, was the Church at Jerusalem,a Church of converted Jews ; 
a Church, the glory and purity of which, we are warranted from the account 
given of it in the rae chapters of the Acts of the Apostles to say, have never yet 
been equalled, but after which we all ought to copy. After ably pressing this 
subject, Mr. Moore concluded, by seconding the motion of Thanks io the Treasu- 
rers ; which was then put by the President, and, like all the other Resolutions, 
unanimously carried. 

The CHAIRMAN, as one of the General Treasurers, in acknowledging the last 
vote, observed, that if was proper that the Meeting should know, that the most 
laborious duties of the Treasurership were, in fact, discharged by his esteemed 
colleague, Mr. yay | ; and that therefore their thanks just voted, he (the 
Chairman) must transier to Mr. Morley, who, during the last year, had so well 
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and faithfully attended to the Society’s business in that department. He begged 
further to remark, on this occasion, that it was twenty-five years, that month, 
since his excellent friend and brother, Dr. Clarke, gave him a Note of Admission 
into the Methodist Society. He had never repented entering into that-Society ; 
and he knew that he never should. He had received so many blessings from God, 
during that period,—a quarter of a century,—that he thought it right to make this 
public acknowledgment to the great Author of his being, the Father of all mer- 
cies. The last time he stood in that meeting, some proposals were made, by va- 
rious individuals, to devote a certain portion of the profits of their respective en- 
gagements in business, to the carrying on of this great work of God. He, among 
others, had then ‘taken the hint ; and, though not about to enter into any details, 


nor with any view of foolish ostentation, which his heart abhorred, he felt it right 


to state, that he should, as an expression of his unfeigned thankfulness to the Giv- 
er of all his mercies, during the period to which he had referred, beg leave now te 
redeem the pledge he had given, by making an addition to his regular contribu- 
tions in aid of the funds of the Society. [He then presented a Donation of One 
Hundred Guineas.] He returned his thanks for the kind manner in which the 
Society had expressed their approbation of his féeble services; and he trusted 
that they would all devote themselves afresh, as he desired to do, on this occa- 
sion, to the God who has created us, and to the Saviour who has redeemed us by 
his most precious blood. 

The REV, JOHN JAMES, of Halifax, proposed the Seventh Resolution,—viz : 
— That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Members of the Committex, for 
their attention to the affairs of this Society during the past year: .to the Rev. JaBez 
Buntine, the Rev. Josepnu Taytor, and the Rev. Rickarp Watson, the General 
Secretaries, for their services during the year ; and to the Ministers, who, in their seve- 
ral circuits and elsewhere, hare zealously advocated and promoted the plans of the So- 
ciety.”—He said, that, at this late period of the Meeting, he would willingly, after 
having read the Resolution committed to him, return immediately to his seat ; but 
he felt that he really ought, in gratitude to his friends, just to say, that this had 
been one of the happiest days of his life. He had seen many of the children of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, but he had never seen the Parent 
before. He must declare that she was worthy of her children, many of whom he 
had lately visited, in different parts of the country; and of them also he would 
testify that they are no disgrace to the Parent. There are many of them in York- 
shire, from whence he came, and other parts of the North, and they all look well. 
Some person had said to him, “ You will not find the London Meetings equal to 
those in Yorkshire ;’’ but he was glad to find that this representation had been 
founded in mistake. There had been a holy influence resting on that Meeting of 
the Society, which was assuredly a token for goed. He could bear testimony, 
that the Missionary spirit is increasing in the country; and the character of this 
and other Meetings, lately held, is one of the pledges that this cause will and must 
succeed. He trusted that the next year would be more prosperous than any for- 
mer one: 

FRANCIS MARRIS, ESQ. one of the Treasurers of the Manchester District 
Auxiliary Society, briefly seconded Mr. Jamxs’s Motion. , 

It was then moved by JAMES WOOD, ESQ. of Manchester, and seconded by 
RICHARD SMITH, Jun. ESQ. of London, “ That the thanks of the Meeting are 
particularly due to JoserpuH BuTtERWoRTH, Esq. M. P. for his aitention to the busi- 
ness of the day. This was passed with indications of the greatest satistaction ; 
and, after prayer by the Rev. Watter GrirritH, the Meeting was dissolved. 
May the fruit of it be found after many days! 


-REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WASHINGTON CITY. 


. Ebenezer Station, 15th Sept. 1822. 
Rev. and Dear BRETHREN, 


I perceive that the patrons of your useful Miscellany in this part of the 
country, read with lively interest, the accounts given of Revivals of Reiigion in 
various parts of the world. If you think it will gratify the friends of Jesus, and 
serve the interests of truth, to publish the following brief account of what the 
Lord has recently done for us in this Station, you are at liberty to insert it. 

Respectfully, Yours, &c. 
Y. T. Peyroy. 
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Art the last session of the Baltimore Annual Conference [ was appointed to this 
Station, and commenced my labours on the 2nd day of May. Finding the con- 
gregation small; the society in general lukewarm, and being in delicate health 
myself, I felt no encouragement from existing circumstances to undertake my 
work. From a sense of duty, however, I determined to take up my cross, and 
cheerfully spend my mite of talent and strength to promote the glory of God, 
and the interests of Zion. 

In the course of a few weeks the meeting-house was crowded with hearers, the 


people of God were roused to earnestness and fervour in prayer, and a deep so- 
lemnity seemed to pervade the congregation. Every successive meeting afforded 
new symptoms that God was at work with the people. The increasing engaged- 
ness of believers, the tenderness of those whose hearts were softened under the 
word, and the deep and solemn attention of all, delightfully encouraged their ser- 
vant in the gospel (if possible) to redouble his exertions; and at the same time, 
inspired the hope that the period was at hand, “ when the times of refreshing 
would come from the presence of the Lord.” 

And the object of this hope (blessed be God!) was soon realized; for om the 
evening of the 7th of July, the discourse which concluded the public services of 
our first Quarterly Meeting, was attended by a display of awakening and convert- 
ing power. The children of God having been revived and comforted in Love- 
feast, sweetly refreshed at the sacramental table, and greatly encouraged by the 
subsequent discourses delivered to them, were happily prepared to engage in the 
holy exercise of intercessory prayer in behalf of those whose hearts were touched 
with coavicting power, and who were almost persuaded to become christians. 

These favourable circumstances were readily improved, and upon an invitation 
given, the penitent mourners arose from their seats with weeping eyes, and came 
trembling to the altar. Several that evening found pardon and peace, and were 
enabled with happy thousands, to testify that “the Son of Man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins.” 

This instance of Divine goodness and power, gave fresh animation and vigour 
to those who were travailing in spirit for the prosperity of Zion, and greatly 
awakened the attention of many who had not recently witnessed a work of that 
kind. 

The prayer meeting, on the following Tuesday evening, was attended by seve- 
ral hundreds ; the number of those who were seeking the Saviour were found to 
be multiplied ; and at this meeting, also, Some were set at liberty to praise a par- 
doning God. From this meeting the work of God has progressed regularly and 
constantly until the present hour. Our house has been crowded with hearers, 
even on Thursday evenings: and on Sabbath evenings, several hundreds are 
unable to obtain admission for want of room. 

Within a little more than two months, the number of converts exceeds one 
hundred and twenty whites and fifty coloured persons. One hundred and fifty- 
eight have been received as candidates for membership in our church. Some 
that were converted in our meeting have joined the Foundry Station, but none 
have been so ungrateful as to leave those who were instrumental in their conver- 
sion, and attach themselves to another church. 

The subjects of this work are chiefly young persons, from sixteen to twenty-five, 
the majority of whom are males. Some of them are the children of Methodist 
parents, who had been long praying for the salvation of their tender offspring. 
With eyes overflowing with tears of gratitude, they have been permitted to be- 
hold them rising from the altar of mercy, gladly proclaiming to surrounding 
spectators what God had done for their precious souls. 

Among the number converted in this revival, are young men of good talents 
and flattering prospects, who will likely dignify some useful station in the church 
of God. May the goed Shepherd preserve the tender lambs of his fleck. 

From the commencement of this gracious work of God until the present, we 
have had very little trouble in preserving order and decorum in our meetings. 
Many, who have come to ridicule and oppose, have been so arrested with the so- 
Jemnity apparent in the congregation, and by the force of heart-searching truth, 
that they have been constrained to sit in profound silence, and to wonder at the 
display of God’s saving power. It is true, that some formal professors and wicked 
infidels have been disturbed by the cries of the distressed, and by the singing and 
rejoicing of the people of God, and have shown a disposition to restrict our liber- 
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ties; but the free constitution of our happy country secures to us the liberty of 
choice in our mode of worship ; therefore, the Lion of persecution may roar, but 
he cannot devour. We are happy to find that within a few days past, some rigid 
persecutors who treated their converted wives with cruelty, have themselves 
submitted to wear the easy yoke of the gospel. May God save them all! 

In the course of this revival, there has been the least extravagance I have ever 
known in a work of the kind; an@ the experience of the young converts is the 
clearest, soundest, and most satisfactory, (for a number so great,) that ever came 
under my notice. To hear them in Class-meeting and Love-feast give an account 
of their experience in a manner so rational and scriptural, is not only productive 
of a high degree of joy in those who are pomeser of like precious faith, but is 
calculated to convince the most hardened infidel of the power and reality of ex- 
perimental religion. 

This |e gee work of God is still going on. On Tuesday evenings from four to 
six hundred persons assemble for prayer meeting ; and the congregation to hear 
the word of God expounded still increases. Many that have atiended no place 
af divine worship for years, are now our regular hearers. 

I am informed by some of the oldest members of our church here, that there 
have been several considerable revivals of religion since the rise cf Methodism in 
this city ; but that the present surpasses any former work for solidity, extent, and 
duration. “This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

There have been some added to our number in each of our congregations in 
the district of Columbia, but there is no particular revival. Prospects are pro- 
mising in Alexandria. Fourteen persons were at the altar as seekers of religion 
last Sabbath evening, and five of them professed to find “Him of whom 
Moses in the Law and the Prophets did write.” I have understood that one 
of the Presbyterian congregations, is very much revived within two weeks past, 
and that they have gone so far as to imitate us in inviting mourners to come to 
the altar to be prayed for. Thank God for the success of truth! It will yet 
triumph over bigotry, persecution, and dead formality. 

While the blessing of God has accompanied our labours in the conversion of 
those who have been recently renewed, the old members have been greatly 
revived ; and some that had lost the power of religion have been restored to 
Divine favour. While reviewing the dealings of God to my congregation, my 
own heart swells with gratitude to my adorable Redeemer, that I have been pri- 
vileged to share in the gracious dispensation. 

The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice! His kingdom spreads! The rising 
glories of his church will soon be seen in every land. Forward and:extend thy 
work, O gracious God! till “the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as 
the waters do the sea.” 


es 
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We have been privileged with a perusal of the Minutes of the 79th Annual 
Conference, begun in London, on Wednesday, July 31, 1822, from which we ex- 
tract the following particulars respecting the state of the work of God under the 
superintendence of that Conference. « 

Total humber of members in Great- Asta.—Ceylonand Continental India,439 





Britain, - - - 211,392 South-Sea Missions, 141 

Ditto last year - - 200,074 icine 
Total in A 

Increase this year, 11,318 Last prc Saale aca 

The number of members in*IneLasp . ital 

‘this year, < ee SSS Increase this year, 122 


Ditto last year, - - 23,538 





Arrica.—Total number this year, 426 
Decrease in Ireland Pe cay Ditte last year 677 

Number of members in GiprRaLTaR : : insigin 
and France, - 133 Decrease 252 
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AMERICA. 
West-Iyp1es.—Total number this year, 
Whites Col. Total 
880 23,819 24,699 
Ditto last year 921 22,939 23,857 





Increase this year, 883 842 
Canapa.—Total number this year, 804 
Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick.— 
Total number this year, - 2,144 
Newfoundland.—Ditto this year, 973 
Total number of members in Mission 





stations this year, - - 29,758 
Ditto last year, - 28,678 
Increase this year, 1,080 


These, added to the number in Great- 
Britain and Ireland, makes a total of 
263,868 

In GreaAt-BRITAIN : 
Number of regular preachers, 653 
Supernumerary and superannuated, 72 
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. Ditto who use the Irish Language 11 


Supernumerary and superannuated, 33 
130 
In Foreicn Stations: 

Regular preachers and assistant Mission- 
aries, - - - - 135 
Supernumerary and superannuated 3 
993 

In THE Unitep-Statss : 
Regular Preachers, -+ 1,011 
Supernumerary and superannuated, 95 





1,106 
Total number of preachers through- 
out the world. 2,099 
Total number of members under the 
oversight of the American Conferences, 


This year, - 297 ,622 
Last year, - - 281,146 
Increase this year, 16,476 


725 Total number of Methodists, preachers 
In IRELAND: and people, throughout the world, 
Regular Preachers 80 563,589 
Missionaries who use the English 
Language . - - - 6 
nD ok ae 


Obituary. 





DEATH OF MRS. 


POLLY CLARK. 


Tre following Memoir is communicated for insertion, if the Publishers think 


proper, in the Methodist Magazine. 


Potty Crark, who died at Shelby, 
county of Genesee, March 6, 1822, was 
born August 5, 1790, in Chestertown, 
Montgomery County. Though educated 
in the fear of God, she was not brought 
to the knowledge of the truth until after 
her marriage, in the nineteenth year of 
herage. She had, indeed, frequent calls 
to repentance, but they were unheeded, 
or produced bu. . transient effect, until 
at the age abovementioned, in company 
with her pious husband, she attended a 
Camp-Meeting in the town of Minden, 
Montgomery County. At this place the 
Lord manifested his gracions power un- 
to her; and she gave evidence, by her 
future life, that she experienced a sound 
conversion. 

She then united herself to the Me- 
thodist Church ; of which she remained 
a pious and exemplary member to the 
day of her death. For about six years, 
her declining health indicated that she 
was not destined to a long life. The 
consumption terminated ber mortal ca- 


EviyzaAn Boarpman. 


reer in the thirty-first year of her age. 
In her last sickness she witnessed a good 
confession before all who visited her. 
The comforts of religion she recom- 
mended to her friends and neighbours, 
telling them it would not only sweeten 
the cares and enjoyments of life, but 
also buoy up the soul in affliction and 
prepare it to pass through the valley 
and shadow of death with tranquility. 
In her life she had been an example 
of piety, in conversation, in dress, and 
in all her deportment. In the midst of 
her mortal conflicts, which often were 
many and various, she sought relief in 
retiring to her closet, where she poured 
out her complaint to God. She watched 
over her conduct with a godly jealousy 
that she might not be an occasion o 
offence to others, but that her religion 
might recommend itself to them in her 
words and temper. And now that she 


was called to depart, she could confi- 
dently speak of her joys and hopes, 
without fear of reproach from her ac- 
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quaintanee, and without any dread of 
future misery; but on the contrary, with 
a triumphant hope of immortality. 

To her children,—for she had five,— 
she addressed herself with all the em- 
phasis and affection of a dying mother ; 
admonishing them of the evil conse- 
quences of sin, and urging them by 
every hallowed motive to embrace the 
Lord Jesus in the days of their youth. 
« Remember,” said she, “ the words of 
your dying mother. Seek an interest in 
Him who died for you. Your mother 
in.a few hours must bid you a long fare- 
well. You must obey your father, who, 
I trust, by grace assisting him, will train 
you up in the fear of God. O my Jesus! 
Shall I meet my little children in thy 
kingdom! Shall i join hands with my 
husband and children on the banks of 
everlasting deliverance? O my dear hus- 
band! afew more struggles,—a few 
more pains—and I shall have done with 
this world, and my spirit will grasp the 
God I seek. Yes! in the paradise of God 
I shall meet my father, who is gone be- 
fore me. Yes, glory! glory! Iam happy 
in Jesus. I shall soon see Him as he is. 
There I shall meet and mingle with 
those whose robes were made white in 
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the blood of the Lamb. Yes, blessed 
be God! Those who have come through 
much tribulation are. now basking in 
the brightness of His glory.” 

When I approached her bed on Mon- 
day morning, March 4th, she exclaimed, 
“Fam glad you are come to rejoice 
with me,” I sat down while she praised 
God. I then repeated, ll o’er that 
bright extended plain, Shines one eternal 
day: she responded, “O yes! glory te 
God! O that bright world!” I then 
sung, When I can read my litle clear, &e. 
Also, On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, 
&c. She continued shouting aad prais- 
ing God. But when we sung, Saints 
and angels join in concert, Sing the praises 
of the Lamb, &c. she sung with us with 
great animation. 

Being asked, a few hours before her 
departure, if she had any doubts remain- 
ing ? she replied, ‘“‘ Not one.” She took 
her leave of this world, in the full assu- 
rance of faith on the following Wednes- 
day evening. May her example of pa- 
tience and piety be remembered and 
imitated by her surviving husband, and 
deeply impressed upon the hearts of her 
motherless children. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Drak BRETHREN, 
I Ta 


the liberty to inform you that our Zion has lately sustained a loss 


in the death of the Rev. Samuet Davis, a member of the Baltimore Annual Con- 


ference. 


At the last Annual Conference, he 
was stationed at the Foundry Church in 
the city of Washington, where he was 
received as the messenger of the Lord, 
and as a faithful servant and herald, 
performed his ministerial duties with 
great fidelity ; proclaiming with increas- 
ing ardour the great truths of the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He had been to a Camp-meeting in 
Prince George’s County, which com- 
menced on the 16th of August, and 
preached with great power to large con- 
gregations; and laboured much with 
mourners, who in distress were seeking 
redemption in Jesus. From this meet- 
ing he returned to his Station unwell. 
He preached his last sermon on Sunday 
morning, Sept. Ist, from Heb. iv. 14. 
administered the sacrament, admitted 
ten probationers into society, was then 
taken ill, and laboured no more. He 
departed this life in peace about four 
minutes after six o'clock, on Sunday 


morning, Sept. 15th, in the 29th year of 
his age, and in the ninth year of his 
itinerant labours. | 

His disease was of the billious charac- 
ter, for which he was judiciously treated 
by skilful and attentive physicians, and 
a hope was cherished by his friends 
that he would recover; but a few days 
before his death the disease gathered 
new strength, and concentrating its force 
in the brain, no management could re- 
move it. The inflammation in the brain 
was so intense, that a prostration of the 
functions, both of body and mind, was 
the consequence ; so that from the Fri- 
day evening before his death, our dear 
brother spoke no more :_ but although he 
was not able to articulate in death, and 
tell that all was well within him, we 
have the assurance in the holiness of 
his life, from the moment of his conver- 
sion, to the moment of his death, that he 
is now resting with God. 

The respect that was due to him, was 
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POETRY. 


amply acknowledged by the very large 
and solemn assembly that attended at 
his interment. A few minutes after 9 
o’clock, on Monday morning, Septem- 
ber 16th, his remains were carried into 
the Meeting-house where he had been 
pastor; when a funeral discourse was de- 
livered from 1 Cor. xv. 26. to a large 
and weeping assembly : after which, the 
funeral proceeded to the Methodist bu- 
rial ground in Georgetown, district of 
Columbia, where his body now lies in 





silence, waiting for the Resurrection oj 
the Just. 

Much might be said about this great 
and good young man; but as it is likely 
that a biography of him, will be com- 
posed and sent for publication in the 
Magazine, I will avoid saying here, 
what ought to appear there. 

I am respectfully, &c. 
Rosert Burcu. 
Alexandria, District of Co- 
lumbia, Sept. 25th, 1822. 


ie —= 6 Oo 

| Poetry. 

3 aaa AUTUMN. Yet through the veil of transient things, 
r naib Hope ardent bears the spirit’s breatb, 

' he aa * Phe pale descending year, yet pleasing still, And joy within the bosom springs, 

* N+: i i) “ A gentler mood inspires ****** ***** And triumphs o’er the thoughts of death. 
3 it Hee “ But see the fading many-colour’d woods, Mirande. 
‘er ret i Ay *“ Shade deep’ning o’er shade, the country round New-York, Oct. 10th, 1822. 

i a3) ny * Embrown jee ERE 

£ i Wig i qi : * . Bebe ats 

ay ee H * THE sullen winds of Autumn sigh, For the Methodist Magazine. 
eae | it The fading leaf proclaims its doom, 0. cami da d “qld ?> epritt 

‘4 ah ine Phe fruits in heaps ungather’d lie, n seeing wor alas. writen on a 
(eae And fair Pomona wears a gloom. memento of youthful friendship. 
ba) The philosophic spirit breathes paring eee found, 

‘ Its mournful numbers o’er the lyre, For m poe Pi i ead ae es 

} And naiure’s wreathe of sorrow weaves, 4 , | ra ene Cnwuneeny 

: To wind it round its funeral pyre. Some worm is mission’d to destroy. 

! % ‘ Perhaps the hand that wrote it bere, 

; The scene inspires the thoughtful mind, Sway’d by a heart o’ercharged with woe; 

; To read the world’s destructive doom— Wrote it and wip’d the falling tear, 

‘ Tn nature’s cementary kind, : Which this strange word had caus’d to flow. 
{ Beholds for Man the mould’ring tomb. Perhaps some tie around the soud 











The with’ring leaf describes bis fate, 
ft quits the branch—then dies away ; 
So man in all his glorious state, 

is but the flow’r of summer’s vay. 


When sighing winds of autumn wail, 


Had twin’d too closely e’er to part; 
Ani this short word unfolds the whole, 
The story of a burthen’d heart. 

Ah ! could I bid the tempest sleep, 
Then might L grant thy mind relief; 
But with thee I can only weep, 


: And silent grief distends my breast ; And sympathizing share thy grief. 
y The twinkling star of vesper pale y h tl lie Pail iteaes 
Direcis me to my heav’nly rest. sige ater Se scion aed sci 
es o ° To heal each wound by sorrow made, 
pas The queen of night my sorrew shares, Look up, thy Father’s name is Love, 
¢ And sheds her beams o’er nature’s urn; Nor dare distrust his gracious «id. 
ig Her pensive glance throughclouds declares — »*P'ig wisdom’s vrord, and points to heaven 
That gloomy winter will return. Proclainis how Jesus wept for thee; : 
The morning trembies o’er the sky, Mourner, thy sins shall be forgiv’n, 
And dim the light, of saffron bue ; Alas! why wouldst thou doubtful be ? 
The chequer’d clouds impatient fly, Tis wrote on frien:ship’s hallow’d bier, 
In varied shapes of fancy new And marks the moments gliding by; 
; The peaceful lake, where zephyr’s lave peepee aap might of adapt agate 
3 Their balmy wings in summer’s eve ; Ane en ae eS oe 
N The western gale now rolls the wave, Write it on youth and beauty too, 
3 And dying winds at midnight breathe. Riches and grandeur, health and ease ; 
if Wie somitinaitedan tl nit Alas ! the bubbles we pursue, 
f h Weeidtaae peed ancy erst . ; Oy How soon shall they forget to please. 
if The woodland height, the distant ove Weite its mur forenhen ahers, 
, A ae The sient wharf and jonely street: 
« The-:r fading charms to us unfold z 
} j ‘ Where conmerce sleeps. and man no more 
ba 4 But not to earth is thought confin’d; Disturbs the place of death’s retreat. 
yo eee Th iminaterial fire must rise : Write it at last upon yon tomb, 
ee We cannot chain the active mind, The pillow of a parent’s head, 
roe i} ay Beneath the sun or saphire skies. And learn how certain is thy doom : 
i if a4 Tho’ spring and summer fade away, Thou too must sleep among the dead. 
And autumn spreads a gloom around, Well let it sound from shore to shore, 
ye Tho’ winter speaks the sad decay, Cheer’d by the hoves through Jesus giv’n, 
ae And echo’s far the mournful sound: We know, when life’s short voyage is o’er, 
1 as The word will not be heayd in heav’n, — A. - H. 
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